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Greetings Everyone: 

Last year marked the tenth anniversary for the 
International Society of Anthrozoology as 
well as the culmination of acquisition of the 
journal, Anthrozoos.  Prior to establishing 
ISAZ, there was no professional society that 
afforded annual international meetings for 
people involved in the study of human-ani-
mal interactions.  ISAZ now provides regular 
meetings targeting particular topics of interest 
that attract new contributors to the organiza-
tion.  Sites and local hosts for future meetings 
are scheduled a couple years into the future.  
At the same time, the number of contexts 
where study of human-animal interactions is 
emphasized continues to expand as other spe-
cial meetings and conferences focus on topics 
of this field, providing more opportunities to 
interact with scholars who have related inter-
ests.  Using some recent meetings held in 
California as examples, Jo-Ann Shelton at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara has 
hosted a few meetings focusing on the bor-
ders between humans and animals.  Pat 
Derby’s conference of PAWS (Performing 
Animals Welfare Society) this year addresses 
human-animal conflict, which was also the 
topic of the 2001 ISAZ meeting at UC Davis.  
At a UC Davis workshop on 
“Communication: The Animal in the Context 
of Its Environment,” many of the presenta-
tions had a recurring theme of the impact of 
anthropogenic noise on animal communica-
tion; this workshop has led to the publication 
of a special issue of the Journal of Compara-
tive Psychology in June 2002.  

During the past decade, Anthrozoos has be-
come known as the journal of the field, and 
opportunities to publish work in this area 
continue to expand.  Published papers in the 
field of human-animal interactions have be-
come increasingly numerous in longstanding, 
mainstream journals.  New journals have 
sprung up with emphases related to hu-
man-animal interactions, e.g. Journal of Ap-
plied Animal Welfare Science, Society & Ani-
mals, and Animal Welfare.   

Despite these great advances for the field in 
terms of scholarly gatherings, published pa-
pers, and journals, opportunities for students 
to pursue degrees specializing in this area re-
main patchy to non-existent.  For the most 
part, the burden is on the student to assemble 
a tailor-made program that provides some 
preparation.  I receive inquiries almost daily 
from students seeking further education in 
topics such as animal-assisted therapy or hu-
man-animal interactions, and the available 
options to suggest to such students are rela-
tively inaccessible to them in most cases.  
Over the years, the academic preparation that 
these students already have has increased on 
average, and now, a few are finding their way 
into graduate programs in epidemiology or 
animal behavior.  But for most, the offerings 
do not fit their current qualifications or geo-
graphic constraints. 

As a field, we have not shown the same pro-
gress in establishing curricula for college stu-
dents in the field of human-animal interac-
tions.  In setting goals for the coming decade, 
I propose that we focus on seeking to in-
crease the availability of basic courses in hu-
man-animal interactions at community col-
leges and other undergraduate institutions.  
For students majoring in psychology or ani-
mal science, such courses can help prepare 
applicants for the growing number of inter-
esting positions available at humane societies 
and animal shelters, or expose them to oppor-
tunities to continue in graduate work.  Many 
students are highly interested in this subject 
matter and hope to eventually work in some 
role involving contact with animals.  By add-
ing just one or two courses, institutions can 
increase options for these students and pro-
vide a more informed group of job applicants 
to work as veterinary technicians and in the 
animal shelter setting, or to apply for gradu-
ate or professional school.  This is a next es-
sential step for the field of human-animal in-
teractions. 

Lynette Hart 
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An interview with 
DENNIS C. TURNER 

 

Jo Swabe 

This edition of Anthrozoological Visions fea-
tures an interview with a man whose name, if 
not face also, will certainly be familiar name 
to all in the field of human-animal relations. 
Dennis Turner is not only the most renowned 
expert on feline behaviour in the world, but is 
also a highly respected and active figure 
within the anthrozoological community -  
more than enough reasons to publish an in-
terview with him in this newsletter.  

   

A quiet, leafy park in the Californian summer 
sun provides the backdrop for my interview 
with Dennis Turner. We take up residence on 
a shady park bench in the company of several 
bold Californian scrub jays hopeful of an 
easy meal. Although I've known Turner for 
several years through the conference circuit 
and the ISAZ council, I'd never heard his life 
story, though have always suspected that he 
would have a very interesting tale to tell. 
How, for example, did an American end up 
living in Switzerland? Why did an estab-
lished authority on bats jump one letter in the 
alphabet to become the world's most re-
nowned expert on cats? How did he come to 
establish a private research institute for ap-
plied ethology and animal psychology? How 
did he become so intimately involved with 
both ISAZ and IAHAIO? In the two hours 
that would follow I would not only come to 
unearth the answers to such questions, but 
would also discover just how colourful and 
dramatic Turner's life has thus far been. 

Dennis Turner began his academic career 
studying biology at San Diego State Univer-
sity. It was there that he developed an interest 
in the ecology of animal behaviour. Having 
completed his undergraduate studies, Turner 
then moved east to Baltimore, Maryland, 

where he began his doctoral studies at Johns 
Hopkins University, Department of Mental 
Health under the guidance of animal behav-
iourist Ed Gould. The move to the East Coast 
proved quite a shock to the system as Turner 
found himself in living in a far rougher 
neighbourhood than he had ever previously 
experienced. Indeed, living in Baltimore even 
proved fatal to his girlfriend who was mur-
dered on her way to the university campus.  

Having experienced such trauma it is perhaps 
not so surprising that Turner chose to spend 
his time as a NIH pre-doctoral fellow outside 
the US in a different kind of jungle alto-
gether. In 1972, one of his first courses at 
Johns Hopkins had been on the theme of 
tropical ecology. He became fascinated by 
the tropics and decided to do his dissertation 
in Costa Rica. There he began his research on 
the hunting and prey selection of vampire 
bats. Turner was attracted by the extreme di-
versity of bats. The vampire bat, while the 
subject of myth, had as of yet been virtually 
unresearched. Through employing models of 
foraging on their feeding behaviour, he could 
explain the basis of their prey selection. 

In the course of this research, Turner reveals, 
he was bitten by one of his research subjects. 
According to protocol, the offending creature 
was killed and put into cold storage for later 
analysis. Initially, Turner was not too both-
ered by this incident given that he had re-
ceived the necessary inoculations against ra-
bies prior to his departure from the States. He 
assumed that he was more than adequately 
protected against this terrible zoonosis. How-
ever, unbeknownst to him, while he had been 
living and working in the back of beyond, the 
advice and regulations for rabies booster vac-
cines had been altered. Turner was, it tran-
spired, inadequately protected against the dis-
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ease. This he only discovered when he 
sometime later had sent the bat in question 
to the Costa Rican Health Ministry for 
analysis and it turn out to be rabid.  

The doctors subsequently discovered that 
this deadly virus had been transmitted to 
Turner's bloodstream and that he was suf-
fering from a-symptomatic rabies. It suf-
fices to say that in spite of undergoing the 
necessary prophylactic treatment, this was a 
terrible time for him. While he was not yet 
showing any signs of the disease, Turner 
was acutely aware that a terrifying death 
sentence was potentially hanging over his 
head. After each prophylactic shot he re-
ceived, the titres the doctors analysed did 
not bring any good tidings. It was only after 
the twenty-first shot that he was eventually 
given the news that he would not develop 
and die from the disease. The only truly 
positive thing to have come from this hor-
rific experience is that Turner is now one of 
only some two dozen people who are regis-
tered with the US government as a potential 
donor for rabies antibodies.    

Turner's time in Costa Rica, however, did 
not just bring stress and trauma; it would  
also be accompanied by new romance. 
While staying on a Swiss farm, Turner met 
his wife - to which he has now been married 
for some 29 years - who was at the time vis-
iting old friends there. In spite of offers to 
continue researching bats in Venezuela, 
Turner had clearly had enough after 2 years 
working in the tropics. As he remarks 
wryly, during his time in Costa Rica he had 
not only contracted rabies, but had also ac-
quired seven different kinds of parasite. 
Enough was enough. He was in love, so  the 
object of his affections led him to a com-
pletely different continent and far safer sur-
roundings. Fortunately, Turner's supervi-
sor's gave him the necessary permission to 
write up his dissertation in Switzerland. In 
1973 he married and in early 1975 his doc-
toral dissertation was published as a book 
by Johns Hopkins University Press.  

After arriving in Switzerland he discovered 
that the primatologist Hans Kummer was 

based in Zurich. In February 1974, Turner was 
able to join Kummer's primate project. He then 
also began working full-time in the field of 
wildlife biology at the University of Zurich. 
His main focus there was studying the behav-
iour of Roe deer, both free-roaming and those 
living in enclosures. Despite gaining tenure at 
this academic institution, Turner's life was not 
made easy. He was becoming increasingly 
well-known in his chosen field and this led to 
resentment among his colleagues. Despite his 
work being positively reviewed by Nobel 
prize-winners, in 1979 the University of Zurich 
turned him down his habilitation (a Germanic 
post-doctoral qualification leading to full pro-
fessorship - J.S.). Above all, Turner says, he 
had fallen foul of university politics and pro-
fessional jealousies. 

Dejected, Turner toyed with the idea of leaving 
the field of wildlife biology altogether. Around 
1980, his spirits lifted as a new door seemed to 
open when he received an invitation, through 
fellow biologist George Schaller, to go and 
study pandas in China. Full of enthusiasm he 
set about making arrangements to go yet fur-
ther East. Sadly, it was not to be. Turner and 
his wife very much wanted to take their two 
young children with them on this new adven-
ture. However, the Chinese government re-
fused to grant the children visas due to fears of 
Western children being at an inordinate risk of 
kidnap. Yet another dream was shattered. Find-
ing himself between projects, Turner contem-
plated going to Africa to work with big cats. 
Research money, though, was getting very 
tight. He also felt that he could not bear an-
other professional disappointment. One day, 
while he was mulling over his life and aca-
demic career, one of his cats appeared and 
miaowed at him. It was then that the penny 
dropped: why not study domestic cats? 

Turner thus set about on a literature study of 
what was actually known of domestic cat be-
haviour. He discovered that behavioural biolo-
gists knew much about the motivation of the 
feline killing bite, but precious little on the so-
cial behaviour of these animals. At the time, 
Paul Leyhausen had the virtual monopoly in 
this area, although Turner also ascertained that 
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there were a couple of British researchers 
working with cats; namely Pat Bateson in 
Cambridge and David Macdonald in Oxford. 
Once Leyhausen retired, increasingly more 
people began to work in this area. Discover-
ing that he had colleagues with a mutual in-
terest in the UK, Turner arranged a sabbatical 
visit to Cambridge. It was here that he made 
an important discovery in animal behaviour 
during research into the  behaviour of kittens, 
namely that there was a genetic paternal ef-
fect on what we humans call 'friendliness' in 
cats. This phenomenon, Turner points out, 
has since been more precisely analysed by 
Sandra McCune, a specialist in   animal be-
haviour now working for Waltham. Follow-
ing this research on kittens, Turner began his 
first field studies on feline hunting behaviour 
on Hirzel farms, beginning to take account of 
human influence and interaction on the ani-
mals.  

Increasingly Turner came to consider the im-
pact of human-cat relations. Borrowing from 
James Serpell, he started working with the 
idea of ethological analysis and psychological 
assessments of cat personality by owners in 
order to gain more insight into cat-human re-
lationships, particularly with regard to feline 
behavioural problems. Most of his research 
was conducted in animal shelters, veterinary 
clinics and the like. Turner was able to hire 3 
former students to work with him on a pro-
ject-related basis. He also began to become 
increasingly involved in animal behaviour 
counselling, Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) 
and Animal Assisted Activities (AAA).   

As we talk of pets and owners, Turner brings 
up the death of one of his own pet cats, Mitzi-
kah. This cherished pet - so it appeared after 
an exploratory operation - had eaten a 
chicken bone, which had subsequently dam-
aged its intestines beyond repair. Turner is 
convinced that the cat deliberately waited un-
til she could come  home from the clinic to 
die within familiar surroundings. Evidencing 
the nature of a bond between the animal and 
its humans. 

By 1990, at least 50% of Turner's time was 
devoted to private research projects or behav-

ioural counselling, the rest was spent teaching 
at the University of Zurich. Turner had be-
come increasingly disappointed with this aca-
demic institution for he received very little 
recognition for his groundbreaking research. 
Outside the ivory towers of academia, Turner 
was moving from strength to strength, suc-
cessfully diffusing his ideas and knowledge 
of feline behaviour to the broader public. For 
example, in 1991 - encouraged by his wife - 
Turner published a cartoon 'gift' book on cats 
in German, which sold very well and was 
later even translated into Japanese. The very 
best ideas, he laughs, have always come from 
his wife. It is, therefore, not surprising that he 
took heed when she suggested that he reduce 
his university work even further and become 
more independent. This is how Turner's Insti-
tute for applied Ethology and Animal Psy-
chology was born; the IEAP (or IET in Ger-
man)  is now in its own right officially certi-
fied as an institute for continuing education 
by the Swiss authorities. 

Turner hoped that with this move to the pri-
vate sphere he could experience the best of 
both worlds. The conflict between himself 
and Zurich's zoological institute was certainly 
no big secret. His departure from the depart-
ment as a full-time staff member was thus ac-
cepted without question and he managed to 
retain a 50% academic position as tenured 
senior lecturer. Yet attaining the status of 
professor was not easy. As you will recall, his 
first application for habilitation in 1979 had 
been rejected; the second he submitted in 
1994 to the Veterinary Faculty of the univer-
sity on the subject of the cat-human relation-
ship. It was to take more than a year before 
the committee would offer their response. 
This they did just a week after Turner's men-
tor had retired. It was rejected. Furious, 
Turner lodged an appeal with the Zurich De-
partment of Education. They reviewed it and 
ordered that Turner be awarded his habilita-
tion and be invited to hold a lecturer on a trial 
basis. His lectures had always attracted huge 
audiences and were extremely popular among 
the students (in spite of lack of official credits 
for attending them), yet once again the pow-
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ers that be rejected him. This he did not ap-
peal, instead the State Board of Education, 
upon the initiative of two eminent professors, 
overturned the faculty's decision. Since that 
time, people have admitted that the refusal to 
award him his habilitation had little to do 
with Turner's academic abilities, but was the 
result of political machinations and personal 
gripes. (Note: In 2001, Turner was finally 
awarded the professor’s title, but first at 
Azabu University in Japan, where he is also a 
regular lecturer.) 

With his professorial title, private research/
teaching institute and around 17 years experi-
ence working in the field of cats, I was curi-
ous as to what would be next on Dennis 
Turner's agenda. Needless to say, Turner has 
many new plans up his sleeve. For example, 
he would like to undertake a huge cross-
cultural comparison of human-animal interac-
tions. Another of his research plans revolves 
around Aibo, the robot dog created by elec-
tronics giant Sony some three years ago. To-
gether with his Japanese colleague, psychia-
trist Aki Yokoyama, Turner wishes to exam-
ine how children in clinics and pre-school 
(nursery school) classes respond to this ro-
botic pet in comparison to how they react to a 
living, breathing version. Naturally the nov-
elty effects of such a robotic dog will have to 
be evaluated, but Turner and his colleague 
are particularly interested in whether Aibo 
may be used to study the mechanics of hu-
man-animal interaction. A third ambition is to 
follow up Gerulf Rieger’s Masters thesis that 
cats are able to reduce depressiveness in their 
owners. He discovered that cats cannot im-
prove positive moods, but they can improve 
negative mood sets. Turner would like to fol-
low up this work with a study dealing with 
cats and clinically depressed patients.  

Aside from these ideas, Turner is in great de-
mand to write popular cat books. In 2003, he 
is due for a sabbatical, which he hopes to 
spend partly in India (if the political situation 
allows), in the U.A.E., in Taiwan and in Ja-
pan in order to start looking at cross-cultural 
aspects of human-animal relations, particu-
larly with respect to other philosophical and 

religious viewpoints. This time away from 
the western world he would  like to spend 
preparing for one major last book. After this, 
Turner adds, he will think about writing his 
autobiography, in which some publishers 
have already expressed an interest — other-
wise (laughing)  “just for my kids”.   

As we continue to chat, I ask Turner about 
his involvement within the anthrozoological 
research community, for he is indeed not only 
a founding member of ISAZ, but also of 
IAHAIO. His involvement, he says, began 
back in 1984, when the Delta Society invited 
him to participate as an external consultant in 
an “assessment of the field” workshop at the 
Battelle Institute in Seattle along with James 
Serpell and Hubert Montagner. (the three 
were the external consultants) Later with 
travel support from Waltham, John Brad-
shaw, James Serpell and Dennis Turner 
drafted the constitution and bylaws for ISAZ; 
still later Turner, as president of IEMT in 
Switzerland, helped to shape the umbrella or-
ganization, IAHAIO (since 1995 as its presi-
dent).  

The great strength of the anthrozoological 
community, Turner argues, is its interdiscipli-
narity. Yet this can also be the source of dis-
sent and conflict. Turner points to the discord 
that may be found between the scholars and 
practitioners with respect to his own area of 
expertise. He firmly believes that it is prudent 
to maintain communication between academ-
ics and practitioners. Turner is thus very 
much in favour of veterinarians being trained 
by real ethologists in order for them to get a 
good grounding in animal behaviour. Yet, he 
argues, while veterinarians find him - and 
other ethologists - good enough to be invited 
to speak as  plenary speakers at world veteri-
nary conferences, they are not always consid-
ered good enough to   practice what they are 
teaching/preaching. These double standards 
are a source of great irritation to him. Turner 
argues that an end should come to this bicker-
ing and territorial behaviour. As he astutely 
observes, even dog trainers have experience 
that can be important to both ethologists and 
veterinarians. “We can all learn from one an-
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other.” That is one of the prime reasons why 
Turner continues his involvement with the 
non-academic side of human-animal rela-
tions, maintaining his contact with the peo-
ple who engage in AAT and AAA through, 
amongst other things, IAHAIO. 

Our conversation shifts to a subject that is 
the bone of contention for almost every aca-
demic researcher: funding. The field of hu-
man-animal relations has, Turner argues, 
largely been kept alive over the past two 
decades through the support of Waltham, 
although they have now reduced their fund-
ing of projects in this area. Yet, Turner does 
not see this as a problem. The field is now 
well-enough established that talented re-
searchers should be able to obtain grants 
from more conventional funding bodies, 
such as national research councils. It is here, 
he points out, that ISAZ plays a crucial role 
in emphasising the role of academic schol-
arship within the study of human-animal re-
lations. He also adds that it is crucial that 
the top people within the field not only con-
tinue publishing their findings in Anthro-
zoös, but that they also submit their work to 
the mainstream journals within their own 
fields of expertise. 

I ask Turner whether he thinks that the 
study of human-animal relationships will 
ever reach a point of saturation. While he 
believes that the media interest may indeed 
flag, he argues that there is still much to be 

discovered about the way in which humans in-
teract with other species. “We simply have to 
start asking new kinds of important questions 
and addressing different issues, which in turn 
will lead to a change in the focus of anthrozo-
ological research.” He points, for example, to 
the groundbreaking work of Frank Ascione, 
who has introduced interesting new topics to 
the field thus breathing extra life into it. Turner 
says that in that respect we are now standing at 
a crossroads. “The serious research”, he ar-
gues, “is now just getting started.” 
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Request for Help 
New ISAZ member, John Kistler (librarian at Utah State University & author of two books for 
Greenwood Publ. Group on animal rights issues, one of which was an annotated bibliography of 
animal rights/welfare works since 1985) has contacted us with regard to the following. He writes, 
 “I have volunteered (unpaid) to edit an issue of Acquisitions Librarian magazine, which is 
strangely enough, printed in book (bound) form, for Spring 2003. Each issue of this magazine ad-
dresses different subject areas to help librarians, especially in academic libraries, to make better 
book choices for their collections. The articles of this magazine issue will hopefully address not 
simply animal "rights" issues per se, but also animals in religion, in history, in comparison to peo-
ple, and etc… So, my goal is to find librarians or other "experts" in the fields of animal studies 
who would be able and willing to write articles to help librarians identify seminal and useful 
books for their collections. Each potential contributor could work with me to determine the rele-
vance and appropriateness of the proposed articles; and those articles would be do, in first draft, in 
late 2002. There is no payment for these articles, nor for me as editor, so it is simply a labor of 
love or scholarship. I believe that one or more free copies are available to each contributor.”  
Any ISAZ members interested? If so, please contact John directly at:  kistlerj@msn.com 



��

1R� ��� 0D\ ���� ,6$= 1HZVOHWWHU

The ethical dilemma of animal-based re-
search is that it involves the potential suffer-
ing of sentient beings who cannot give their 
consent, something that would never be ac-
ceptable if the research subjects were hu-
mans. Nevertheless,  many of the important 
findings from modern medical research are 
the result of animal experimentation. Scien-
tists doing research on animals defend the im-
portance of their activities and legislation al-
lows, and in certain cases even requires, ani-
mal experiments. But there is also strong re-
sistance in society against the use of animals 
in research, certainly from activists and lobby 
groups but also among the general public. 
Having opposite views does not prevent a 
fruitful dialogue, but it is necessary to speak a 
similar language and to understand each oth-
ers’ argument. Thus, scientists who want to 
argue in favour of animal experimentation 
must understand the basis for their oppo-
nents’ resistance, rather than simply arguing 
from their own understanding of the problem. 
 
Many animal rights activists follow an abso-
lute principle prohibiting animal experimen-
tation as well as any other use of animals for 
human benefit. This is often referred to as 
‘the animal rights view’, laying down that 
animals as “experiencing subjects of a life, 
with inherent value of their own” (Regan, 
1989) must be treated with respect for this in-
herent value and never be used as means to 
obtain a goal, no matter how important that 
goal may be. It is obvious that for a person 
adhering to this view, the argument for the 
important benefit of animal experimentation 
is irrelevant. If the act in itself is unaccept-
able, it will never be made more acceptable 
through its potential consequences. Hence the 
person who thinks animal experimentation is 

in principle wrong can never be convinced by 
an argument based on the value of this re-
search. 
 
On the other hand, many of the opponents to 
animal experimentation do not adhere to such 
absolute principles. Most of them probably 
take a utilitarian stance, accepting animal ex-
perimentation if the benefits (in terms of re-
duced suffering in humans and animals bene-
fitting from the knowledge that can be 
gained) exceed the costs (in terms of suffer-
ing of the experimental animals). Certainly, 
the animal benefit of research activities will 
count in this argumentation, since it will add 
to the total benefits and may shift the balance 
of animal experimentation to the positive 
side. 
 
Whether or not the fact that also animals may 
benefit from research will make animal ex-
perimentation more acceptable to its tradi-
tional opponents thus depend on if the oppo-
sition is based on an absolute principle 
against human use of animals or on the per-
ceived outcome of a trade-off between costs 
and benefits. Moreover, views may differ 
also in the latter group. Undoubtedly, being 
able to offer treatment to a beloved compan-
ion will be important to many people keeping 
animals. However, those whose main concern 
is to reduce animal suffering in general, may 
not agree that this is best done through ad-
vanced treatment of the physical and psycho-
logical disorders of companion animals.  
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Steve Baker 

A concern with the consequences of humanity’s endless fascination with other animals is 
shared by ISAZ members in many disciplines, but it has led me specifically to focus on the 
role of the animal in contemporary art. The animal in art is no longer the subject of simple 
sentimental affection, but instead often prompts a provocative and highly uncomfortable re-
examination of ideas about human identity and responsibility. 

How did this kind of work come to be the subject of my current research? As the Reader in 
Contemporary Visual Culture at the University of Central Lancashire, in the north west of 
England, my concerns have for some years been with the ways in which we create visual 
identities for ourselves and for others -- including animals. In the early 1990s I wrote Pictur-
ing the Beast (republished in an enlarged edition in 2001 by University of Illinois Press, with 
a foreword by Carol J. Adams), in which I looked at the role of the animal in contemporary 
popular culture. Much of the imagery discussed in the book was lively and funny, but most 
of it was thoroughly anthropocentric. 

I had a hunch that elsewhere in the culture, notably in the reassessment of ideas about iden-
tity in postmodern art and philosophy, new and less clichéd ways of thinking about animals 
were beginning to appear. They seldom had any direct connection to animal advocacy, but 
they seemed to point to other imaginative and responsible ways forward. This was the field I 
began to explore in The Postmodern Animal (Reaktion Books, 2000), and it is still the main 
focus of my research. Ethical questions loom large here. Can living animals ever justifiably 
be used in works of art? What is the role played by fear in artists’ engagement with animals? 
And what is the potential for using art as an effective contribution to animal advocacy? 

Interviewing contemporary artists has convinced me that almost all of them are serious and 
responsible in their attitude to animals, even when their work seems deliberately shocking. It 
has also provided me with some wonderful opportunities to address new audiences, for ex-
ample in recent lectures at the New Museum of Contemporary Art in New York, at the Natu-
ral History Museum in London, and (in May this year) at the Musée d’art contemporain de 
Montréal. 

After some years of working on animal topics in rela-
tive isolation, the scope for intellectual exchange as the 
field of anthrozoology has grown has also been very ex-
citing. I was delighted to be invited to guest-edit a re-
cent special theme issue of Society and Animals (vol. 9, 
no. 3), on “The Representation of Animals.” I have also 
benefited greatly from my discussions with other mem-
bers of the Animal Studies Group, a small group of hu-
manities-oriented UK academics who came together 
two years ago after attending the Representing Animals 
conference in Milwaukee. Two members of that group, 
Erica Fudge and Garry Marvin, are the organizers of 
this year’s ISAZ conference in London. 

Steve Baker’s home page can be found at:  
www.uclan.ac.uk/facs/class/histcrit/staff/baker.htm & you 
can read his recent lecture at Natural History Museum: 
www.fathom.com/feature/122562 
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Ralph R. Acampora 

I have had a long-standing interest in both animal life and the natural environment, a concern 
which predates my entry into academe.  As a scholar, I took up the study of philosophy and 
was trained in historical and continental European schools of thought.  My dissertation 
brought existential hermeneutics and phenomenology of body to bear upon issues of inter-
specific ethics.  The idea was that trans-human morality could be explained by reference to 
certain cross-species experiences of intercorporeality, i.e. felt fusion or overlay of bodily 
awareness that blurs boundaries between subject/object and human/animal.  When living 
bodies transact this kind of interplay, which I've denominated symphysis (borrowing and 
transmuting a clinical, medical term from ancient Greek sources), I claim that a proto-ethical 
sort of compassion is engendered.  Such symphysis is akin to sympathy but is mediated by 
bodily feelings rather than more mentalistic methods of imaginative empathy. 

After gaining the doctorate (Emory University, Atlanta) and as I began to teach applied eth-
ics at several institutions on the east coast of the U.S., I directed my research toward an ap-
plication of this "symphysical" perspective on inter-species ethics to the moral and cultural 
standing of zoos (a number of essays and articles have been published in a variety of books 
and journals).  I have come to think that neither conservation nor education are either neces-
sary or sufficient conditions for the existence of these institutions, but that what we call 
amusement or entertainment is both--and consequently the latter factor needs to be taken 
more seriously by scholars and scientists of an anthrozoological bent.  My current position is 
neither mildly reformist nor entirely abolitionist: if something like bodily biophilia underlays 
"zooscopy", I wonder whether zoos can't be transformed or replaced by more authentic 
forms of animal encounter. 

Most recently, I have turned some of my attention to-
ward a different project -namely, co-editing with my 
spouse (Christa Davis Acampora) a "bestiary" of com-
mentaries on Friedrich Nietzsche's uses of animal im-
ages, metaphors, and ideas.  I am pleased to report that 
the volume has been contracted by Rowman & Littlefield 
and the manuscript is nearing completion as an interna-
tional cast of authors finish their contributions. 

--Ralph R. Acampora is Assistant Professor of Philoso-
phy at Hofstra U. 

More about People Profiles 

As you well know, one of ISAZ’s main aims is to facilitate intellectual exchange between 
anthrozoological researchers across the globe. By presenting these personal profiles of ISAZ 
members and their research activities, we hope perhaps to be able to help our readership to 
find more kindred spirits in the research world. This may be particularly important to those 
working in relative isolation, or for those searching for either collaborators or help in their 
research.   

If you would like to contribute a ‘people profile’ to the next edition of the ISAZ newsletter, 
please contact the editor before 15th October 2002 at: j.swabe@vet.uu.nl 
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Bernard Unti 
Animal Studies and the Path to the Ph.D.:  

One Historian’s Experience 

When I first considered the origins of organized animal protection in the United States as a 
dissertation topic, I believed that a paucity of sources and the challenge of finding a success-
ful conceptual framework would make it hard to complete.  With encouragement from schol-
ars in the field of animal studies, I set aside my doubts and four years later, I have completed 
a fifteen chapter, 690-page manuscript, with thousands of references culled from newspa-
pers, letterbooks, scrapbooks, annual reports, novels, sermons, legislative enactments, hear-
ings, and other sources. 

Those interested in the early histories of hoarding, the animal shelter, humane education, the 
technologies of slaughter and euthanasia, ethical vegetarianism, anti-trapping, and many 
other topics, as important context for contemporary discussion, will find my dissertation use-
ful. Fundamentally, however, it is an attempt to liberate the study of nineteenth-century ani-
mal protection from the social control paradigm adopted by so many scholars.  I explain the 
rise of humane work in light of antebellum trends in law, education, philosophy, and relig-
ion, and the perception that animals were at the heart of many sanitary and public health con-
cerns.  I situate organized concern for animals in relation to other post-Civil War reforms--
including temperance and child protection--that also targeted violent conduct for suppression 
and elimination through moral suasion.   

Inescapably, it is against James C. Turner’s Reckoning with the Beast (1981) that my work 
asserts itself.  I qualify interpretations that reduce animal protection to an exercise in social 
control.  I deny the importance of the Darwinian assertion that humans were animals to the 
movement’s formation.  Finally, I dispute claims that concern for animals served a 
“displacement” function until some human reforms became socially acceptable.   

My work also traces the decline of animal protection in the early decades of the twentieth 
century.  As a result of humane education and other initiatives, the kindness-to-animals ethic 
gained recognition as an important element in character formation.  However, just as humane 
advocates began to contest an unqualified anthropocentrism, new and unprecedented forms 
of animal use emerged.  The movement proved ineffectual in the face of a broad 
“industrialization” of animals, and its progress slowed.  Animal protectionists found it diffi-
cult to advance their principles in such arenas as experimentation or food production, where 
the use of animals was expanding.  In addition, targeted interests successfully placed many 
forms of animal use outside of socially and legally determined definitions of cruelty.  With 
the rise of science- and social science-based reform, moreover, the humane movement fell 
out of step with once allied causes like feminism, temperance, and child protection.  After 
1920, the movement’s agenda narrowed, and it focused its resources on municipal animal 
control.  Even so, humane advocates set precedents upon which contemporary animal protec-
tionists continue to build.   

In the history department at American University, the dissertation defense is largely a for-
mality, the view being that no advisor should permit his or her student to present unless that 
student is ready to do so.  All four committee members had read my manuscript and already 
responded positively.  Nevertheless, it was a singular thrill for me, and for friends in atten-
dance, to see four accomplished historians--not one of whom had any prior interest or 
knowledge concerning the topic--so thoroughly engaged with my work.  I hope that this re-
action is indicative of that which will ensue when it reaches a broader audience. 

During the 2002-2003 academic year I will make use of a postdoctoral fellowship to revise 
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the manuscript and to undertake new scholarship.  It would certainly be gratifying if the dis-
sertation and the published work to come encourage others to elaborate further upon the his-
tory of concern for animals.  I also hope that it serves to remind academics and the public 
alike that the impulse to protect animals has deep roots within human culture.  Finally, it 
would give me satisfaction if my account of a somewhat neglected reform should inspire 
others to treat animals with greater regard and fairness. 

[Bernard Unti received his Ph.D. in U. S. History from American University in May 2002.  
Along the way, he won highly competitive fellowships from the Smithsonian Institution and 
the Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation.  His dissertation, “The Quality of Mercy: Organ-
ized Animal Protection in the United States 1866-1930,” (Ph.D. diss., American University, 
2002), will be available for purchase (like all American dissertations) through ProQuest 
(www.proquest.com) later this year.] 

0RUH 'LVVH0RUH 'LVVHUUWDWLRQ 1HZWDWLRQ 1HZVV

This thesis has been developed from a project carried out for the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association UK (GDBA) to provide a system for monitoring the quality of dogs produced as 
guides. It contributes to the understanding of dog behaviour in demonstrating that stability of 
behaviour in dogs at fifteen months of age cannot be assumed and by identifying, at an early 
stage, differences in the composite behaviour patterns between dogs that succeed in training 
and those that fail. 

All dogs (354) entering GBDA Regional Training Centres over a three month period in 1997 
were assessed monthly, using a recording schedule designed to cover all aspects of the guide 
dog’s role.  

Baselines of progress through training were established. Performance profiles and aggregate 
scores enabled the performance of individual dogs to be assessed in relation to the norm, and 
comparisons to be made amongst groups of dogs. Performance indicators (time spent in 
training; standards achieved at intervals throughout training; outcome of training) showed 
that all the breeds used by GBDA are equally suitable for guiding, that dogs and bitches per-
form equally well, and that the alternative training approaches (standard and holistic) pro-
duce equally good results. Highly significant differences were evident in the performance of 
the Regions and in the success rate of GBDA bred dogs and those acquired from other breed-
ers. 

On economic grounds, there is pressure to select out unsuitable dogs at an early stage. Using 
statistically derived weightings of behavioural scores after twelve weeks in training, 83% of 
outcomes were correctly forecast compared with 60% based on trainer judgement. The diffi-
culty of predicting outcome correctly is supported by the evidence of immature behaviour 
patterns revealed by factor analysis of the behavioural scores at this stage. Five factors were 
found: factor 1 was labelled the guide dog persona; factor 2, willingness to work; factor 3, 
immaturity in a low ranking dog; factor 4, immaturity in a high ranking dog; factor 5, domi-
nance aggression. Training staff report that the way behaviours combine together is more 
relevant to determining the suitability of a dog for the guiding role than ratings of individual 
behavioural traits, either singly or in linear combination. Factor analyses carried out within 
the successful and reject groups revealed different behavioural patterns in the two groups 
thus supporting this hypothesis which should be further researched. 

A System for Monitoring the Quality of Guide Dogs in Training 
Jill Nicholson  

Department of Psychology,  
University of Reading, Whiteknights, Reading RG6 6AL, UK 
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A companion animal research group was set 
up in 1987 in Cambridge University by Dr 
James A. Serpell (Director) and Professor 
Don Broom.  James' book "In the Company 
of Animals" had recently been published and 
within two years projects on behaviour prob-
lems of dogs and cats, effects of pets on their 
owners and the effects of housing conditions 
on companion animal welfare were under-
way.   

A series of papers on the effects of pets on 
attitudes to animals and on the health of their 
owners was started by James and furthered by 
the research of Dr Elizabeth Paul and Dr 
Louise Rajack.  Another series of studies on 
cat behaviour and welfare was started by Pro-
fessor Pat Bateson and Dr Mike Mendl and 
continued by Dr Sandra McCune, Dr Irene 
Rochlitz and Dr Ana Pinto.   

Research on the welfare of cats in relation to 
the design of housing conditions, for example 
in quarantine, by Irene Rochlitz comple-
mented work by Dr Robert Hubrecht on the 
welfare of dogs in relation to kennel design.  
Both areas of study have resulted in several 
publications, including substantial contribu-
tions to books such as the "The Domestic 
Cat" (ed. Turner and Bateson) and "The Do-
mestic Dog" (ed. Serpell). 

Studies of abnormal behaviour in dogs were 
furthered by the studies of Dr Andrew Jagoe 
and Aki Takumi and reinforced by the arrival 
of Dr Anthony Podberscek in 1992. Exam-
ples of results are the findings that some ge-
netic strains have more frequent problems 
than others but that environmental effects are 
often more important, the personality of own-
ers having significant effects on behaviour 
problems in dogs.   

Anthony has helped greatly to coordinate the 

companion animal research in our group 
since the departure of James Serpell to a chair 
in the University of Pennsylvania in 1993.  
Anthony's work on the causation of aggres-
sion in dogs and a range of aspects of interac-
tions between pet animals and humans has 
been carried out whilst he has helped a series 
of Ph.D. students.  His editorship of 
"Anthrozoös" and books including 
"Companion Animals and Us" have also had 
wide influence.  Another line of work was fa-
cilitated by Dr. Barbara Sommerville who 
joined the group in 1990 and described the 
olfactory  ability of dogs, showing that they 
could discriminate between the armpit odours 
of identical human twins and confirming sci-
entifically the impressive criminal identifica-
tion value of dogs.  

All of these investigations of companion ani-
mal welfare and abilities have parallels with 
the much larger body of experimental work in 
the group on welfare, cognition and aware-
ness in farm, laboratory, zoo and wild ani-
mals.  

Reviews of our state of knowledge of all spe-
cies are produced by the Cambridge Univer-
sity Animal Welfare Information Centre 
based in the group. 

 
Donald M. Broom 
 
The Animal Welfare and Human-Animal In-
teractions Group can be contacted at: 

Department of Clinical Veterinary Medicine 
Cambridge University  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge CB3 0ES  
United Kingdom 
Phone: + 44 (1223)330811  
Fax: + 44 (1223)337610 

The Animal Welfare and Human-Animal Interactions Group,  
Department of Clinical Veterinary Medicine,  

Cambridge University, UK 
www.vet.cam.ac.uk/AWHAIG/index.html 
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People, Animals, Nature, Inc (PAN)  
www.pan-inc.org        

People, Animals, Nature, Inc (PAN) was incorpo-
rated as a nonprofit organization in 1997 and re-
ceived its tax –exempt status in the same year. PAN 
is devoted to the dual task of providing education in 
the field of animal and nature assisted therapy and 
education and promoting dialogue about critical is-
sues in the field. 

The Vision: PAN wishes to enhance human health, 
family life and education by advocating integration of 
animals and natural settings into the human experi-
ence. 

To Achieve the Vision: To achieve this vision 
PAN brings together people of diverse back-
grounds who are willing to embrace an integra-
tive view of education, therapy, and the optimal 
conditions for human development.  Using the 
overarching concept of biophilia: the hypothesis 
that human beings have been shaped by evolution 
to interact with animals and natural settings, PAN 
has worked to unite practitioners in animal as-
sisted therapy, horticultural therapy, therapeutic 
horseback riding, and experiential education 
through nature study. PAN has also brought to-
gether people with clinical interest with members 
of the humane community and university faculty 
in many fields who have an interest in the rela-
tionships between human beings and animals.   

PAN's Mission:  PAN’s primary mission is to 
improve the safety and quality of clinical practice 
in the field of animal assisted therapy. In a wider 
context, PAN disseminates information about the 
vital linkages between human health and develop-
ment and contact with animals and natural envi-
ronments.  

PAN Believes That: 

∗ Opportunities for dialogue and learning in fami-
lies increase when animal care, gardening, story-
telling, appreciation of art, music, dance and open 
spaces become part of family life.  

∗ The benefit of healing practices that comple-
ment technical treatment is compounded when 
different methods of healing are combined to cre-
ate environments that maximize human potential. 

∗ The number of children who can learn effec-

tively in school will increase when schools offer 
more opportunities to learn from animal care, na-
ture study, art, drama, music and dance.  

∗ Fewer people will be excluded from productive 
and meaningful work when society provides more 
accessible careers in animal care, the performing 
arts, the trades, farming and craft. 

∗ The therapy of children who have suffered from 
disruptive or abusive family or community life 
can be more effective when such children are 
brought into nurturing contact with plants and 
animals. 

∗ Nurturing animals and plants will create an edu-
cational climate, which facilitates respect for all 
life and an ethic that values preservation of natu-
ral spaces, species diversity, and the quality of the 
human habitat. 

 

PAN Pursues Our Mission Along Many Path-
ways: 
Teaches certifying courses for psychologists, so-
cial workers, occupational therapists, physical 
therapists, teachers, veterinarians, veterinary tech-
nicians and experienced volunteers who wish to 
practice animal assisted therapy and nature cen-
tered experiential learning. PAN's courses are col-
lege or university based and are designed to equip 
students for professional roles. The program has 
been running for seven years, and has produced 
the largest cadre of professionals in the field.  

Operates Our Farm in cooperation with Animal 
Therapy Association (ATA).  In September 
2002, Our Farm opened its gates to children at 
risk from the surrounding school districts.  Our 
Farm is a two hundred acre ranch in Williamson 
County, Texas. The working farm is devoted to 
organic agriculture and the preservation of rare 
breeds of domestic animals. The Education Pro-
gram at Our Farm serves thirty-five students 
from two school districts – Taylor and the larger 
community of Round Rock. We are seeing a mix 
of students in special education including chil-
dren with the diagnosis of ADHD, Seriously 
Emotional Disturbed (SED), Autism, Opposi-
tional Defiant Disorder, Schizophrenia, and 
Tourette’s syndrome. Children come for one two- 
to three-hour session weekly accompanied by 
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their teachers and aides. 

 

Conducts Research.   

∗ The initial evaluation of the program at Our Farm 
will to be completed at the end of the school term. 
The student’s progress will be evaluated with the 
Achenbach TRF, an evaluation form that was devel-
oped by Regina Schön (a PAN Certificate Graduate) 
and compares regular classroom behavior with be-
havior in the program, skill card completion, and 
conferences with the special education teachers. 

∗ Doctoral Dissertations in Human-Animal Stud-
ies:  News and Views (In Press). This study presents 
characteristics of doctoral dissertations completed in 
Human-Animal Studies during the past 20 years and 
discusses the implications of the findings for the field 
of Human-Animal Studies in the context of diffusion 
and status theory. 

* Convenes international, national and regional 
meetings on topics related to the interactions of 
people animals and nature.  PAN held four consen-
sus conferences on education in Animal Assisted 
Therapy and Education (AATE). The first two were 
devoted to the discussion of standards for education 
and the relationship between education and certifica-
tion, the third was a strategic planning conference 
examining the role of education in the legitimization 
of the field of AATE, and the fourth explored the 
centrality of animal welfare, animal wellness, and the 
moral position of animals in AATE.   The disciplines 
represented by the participants in the conferences in-
cluded, psychiatry, psychology, social work, occupa-
tional therapy, physical therapy, education, nursing, 
health care administration, veterinary medicine, vet-
erinary technology, ethics and epidemiology. Most of 
the participants had extensive clinical experience 
with delivery of AATE either as a health care or edu-
cational professional or as a volunteer. A smaller 
number had conducted research in the field.   In addi-
tion to their professional identities, the participants 
represented institutions. These included: 

1) University centers devoted to the study of hu-
man animal interaction;  

2) Human-animal bond organizations; and  

3) Health care or educational institutions.  The 
first two conferences had about 40 participants 
each and were designed to examine the breath 
of thinking about education in the field, and 
reach a very general, tentative and temporary 
consensus. The third conference was limited 

to four participants and two facilitators and 
was designed to incorporate the consensus into 
an action plan for PAN that would have the 
general goal of facilitating the legitimization 
of AATE within the health care delivery sys-
tem.  The fourth conference had 40 partici-
pants. 

Publishes a quarterly newsletter.  

Publishes manuals and texts in the field.  

Creates videotapes to capture work.  We are 
preparing a video about Our Farm program. 

Consults with hospitals, residential facilities, 
schools and health care providers to establish 
state of the art clinical and educational programs 
bringing the benefits of guided contact with ani-
mals and nature to a wide variety of people.    

Works with universities and colleges to develop 
undergraduate and masters programs centered on 
the psychological, social and physiological conse-
quences of bringing people in contact with ani-
mals, plants, gardens, farms, parks, and wilder-
ness. Such undergraduate and graduate programs 
are designed to provide a secure academic base 
for people interested in animal assisted therapy, 
horticultural therapy, or therapeutic nature study.  

Works with veterinary schools and centers de-
voted to human-animal relationships to ensure 
that there are adequate standards for the protec-
tion of animals incorporated into therapy and edu-
cational programs.  

Brings veterinarians and human health care pro-
fessionals together so that adequate controls are 
instituted to protect patients from zoonotic dis-
eases.  
 

Contact Information: 
 
PAN, Inc,  
Attention: Debbie Coultis 
1820 Princeton Circle 
Naperville,, Illinois 60565 USA 
 
Tel: 00 1 630.369.8328  
E-mail: Coultis@pan-inc.org         
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Reordering the Natural World: Humans and Animals in the City 
Annabelle Sabloff (2001) 

Toronto: University of Toronto Press. ISBN:080-208-3617   

According to the blurb, In Reordering the Natural World, Annabelle Sabloff argues that the 
everyday practices of contemporary capitalist society reinforce the conviction that we are 
profoundly alienated from the rest of nature. At the same time, she reveals the often dis-
guised affinities and sense of connection urban Canadians manifest in their relations with 
animals and the natural world. 

Sabloff reflects on how the discipline of anthropology has contributed to the prevailing 
Western perception of a divide between nature and culture. She suggests that the present 
ecological crisis has resulted largely from the ways in which Western societies have con-
strued nature as a cultural system. Since new ideas about nature may be critical in changing 
humanity's destructive interactions with the biosphere, Reordering the Natural World is in-
valuable in exploring how urban Canadians develop and sustain their current relationship 
with the macrocosm, and in considering whether these relationships might be altered by 
reconceptualizing anthropology itself as an integral part of natural history.  

The author is currently a doctoral candidate in the Department of Social Anthropology at 
York University. 

The Mythical Zoo:  
An Encyclopedia of Animals in World Myth, Legend and Literature 

Boria Sax (2001)  
Santa Barbara and Oxford: ABC-Clio. ISBN 1-57607-612-1.  

This publication presents a varied and insightful compendium of animals and the relation-
ships between man and animal. 

Thought in the past to be divine, animals have played an active role in human culture since 
prehistoric times. Sometimes domesticated, never conquered, and serving as both prey and 
predator, animals are an integral part of the human experience. Even today, animals  wield 
symbolic powers as varied as the cultures that embrace them.        

The volume features 50+ AZ conversational entries. It is fully illustrated with a variety of 
images from medieval prints to editorial cartoons and advertisements. Moreover, it includes 
suggested readings for each entry, a bibliography, and an index. The author draws from a va-
riety of cultures and sources: mythology, history, art, science, philosophy, and literature, in-
cludes fictional animals such as mermaids and unicorns, in addition to a vast range of real 
animals. Each entry contains quotes from texts around the world, offering insight into the 
sometimes conflicting meanings of Western and Eastern symbolism 
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Compassionate beasts : the quest for animal rights 
Lyle Munro (2001)  

Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers. ISBN: 0275968839 

Compassionate beasts describes the anti-cruelty campaigns on behalf of nonhuman animals 
in Great Britain, the United States, and Australia, and explains how the ideas and campaigns 
of the contemporary movement continue the tradition of 200 years of humane ideas concern-
ing our relationship with both domestic and wild animals. While today's animal protection-
ists have included the more radical aims of animal liberation and animal rights in campaigns 
against animal experimentation, intensive farming, and recreational hunting, the author ar-
gues that the mainstream animal movement is nonetheless overwhelmingly non-violent. This 
comparative, sociological analysis of the movement shows that animal protectionists in the 
case study countries have developed different combinations of grassroots activism and or-
ganizational advocacy to promote the cause of justice for animals. Interviews with move-
ment leaders as well as with rank and file supporters reveal the passion and commitment that 
drives one of the most unique social movements of the modern era.  

Lyle Munro teaches sociology at the School of Humanities, Communications, and  Social 
Sciences at Monash University, Gippsland, Australia.  
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Animal News Center 
If you thought that the ANC was something 
to do with Nelson Mandela, you’d only be 
half right. In this case, anc.org is a website 
that has been specifically set up to broadcast 
animal related news stories across the World 
Wide Web.  

The Animal News Center claims to be a not-
for-profit corporation dedicated to promoting 
animal welfare. The website features current 
information about pets, wildlife, farm and 
laboratory animals, plus interviews with indi-
viduals who have made a significant contri-
bution toward promoting animal welfare and 
editorials about animal-related issues. 

ANC works with other news and animal-
related organizations to gather information 
for its Web site, and makes much of the ma-
terial it publishes on the site available for re-
production. 

Based in the US, the focus of the site is very 
North American orientated. However, some-

times news stories from elsewhere on the 
planet will also slip in.   

You can visit the site at: www.anc.org 
 

PSYETA Resource Center 
The  PSYETA Resource Center is now fully 
up and running. It provides references and 
links regarding topics under the broad head-
ing of our relations with and treatment of 
nonhuman animals - such as human-animal 
studies, policy and practices related to our 
use of nonhuman animals, the link between 
human violence and animal abuse, ethical is-
sues, and advocacy issues.  

Academics, human and humane service pro-
viders, students, and activists can use the Re-
source Center to discuss these topics through 
the Message Board, or to get further informa-
tion about them through the Resource Links, 
Reference List, or In a Nutshell service. 

www.psyeta.org/resourcecenter.html 
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Diesendruck, Gil. Essentialism in Brazilian 
children's extensions of animal names. Devel-
opmental Psychology, 37(1) 2001 Jan:49-60. 

Fawcett, Nicholas R; Gullone, Eleanora. Cute 
and cuddly and whole lot more? A call for em-
pirical investigation into the therapeutic bene-
fits of human-animal interaction for children. 
Behaviour Change, 18(2) 2001:124-33. 

Fearn, S; Robinson, B; Sambono, J; Shine, R. 
Pythons in the pergola: the ecology of 
'nuisance' carpet pythons (Morelia spilota) 
from suburban habitats in south-eastern Queen-
sland. Wildlife Research, 28(6) 2001:573-9. 

Franklin, Adrian; White, Robert. Animals and 
modernity: changing human-animal relations, 
1949-98. Journal of Sociology, 37(3) 2001 
Sep:219-38. 

Gaard, Greta. Tools for a cross-cultural femi-
nist ethics: exploring ethical contexts and con-
tents in the Makah whale hunt. Hypatia, 16(1) 
2001 Winter:1-26. 

Gacsi, Marta; Topal, Jozsef; Miklosi, Adam; 
Doka, Antal, Csanyi, Vilmos. Attachment of 
adult dogs (Canis familiaris) living at rescue 
centers: forming new bonds. Journal of Com-
parative Psychology, 115(4) 2001 Dec:423-31. 

Goldman, Michael.  A transcendental defense 
of speciesism. Journal of Value Inquiry, 35(1) 
2001 Mar:59-69. 

Gurley, George. Pleasures of the fur. Vanity 
Fair, 2001 Mar:174,176, 181-2, 184, 186, 188, 
193, 196 (nine pages) [On the Midwest Fur-
Fest, a gathering of "furries: the thousands of 
Americans who've gotten in touch with their 
inner raccoon, or wolf, or fox. ... this is no 
hobby. It's sex; it's religion; it's a whole new 
way of life."] 

Haight, Wendy L; Black, James E. A compara-
tive approach to play: cross-species and cross-
cultural perspectives of play in development. 

This column is compiled by David C Anderson, Rockydell Resources, 340 Killdeer Court, 
Lincoln, California 95648-2474 USA; rockydel@quiknet.com.  



����

1R� ��� 0D\ ���� ,6$= 1HZVOHWWHU

Human Development, 44(4) 2001 Jul-
Aug:228-32. 

Heimlich, Kathryn. Animal-assisted therapy 
and the severely disabled child: a quantitative 
study. Journal of Rehabilitation, 67(4) 2001 
Oct-Dec:48-54 

Kanamori, Masao; Suzuki, Mizue; Yama-
moto, Kiyomi; Kanda, Masahiro; Matsui, Yo-
shimi; Kojima, Emi; Fukawa, Hirono; Sugita, 
Tomomi; Oshiro, Hajime. A day care pro-
gram and evaluation of animal-assisted ther-
apy (AAT) for the elderly with senile demen-
tia. American Journal of Alzheimer's Disease, 
16(4) 2001 Jul-Aug:234-9. 

Kramer,  Matthew H.   Do animals and dead 
people have legal rights? Canadian Journal of 
Law and Jurisprudence, 14(1) 2001 Jan:29-
54. 

Lynch, John; Slaughter, Bill. Recognizing 
animal suffering and death in medicine. 
Western Journal of Medicine, 175(2) 2001 
Aug:131-2. (Full text is available at the web-
site, www.ewjm.com/cgi/content/
full/175/2/131-a) 

Mammerickx, Marc. Homages aux animaux 
blesses et tues par faits de guerre en Bel-
gique. Historia Medicinae Veterinariae, 26(3-
4) 2001:159-64. (Translation of title: Belgian 
memorials to animals wounded and killed in 
war.)  

Merz-Perez, Linda; Heide, Kathleen M; 
Silverman, Ira J. Childhood cruelty to ani-
mals and subsequent violence against hu-
mans. International Journal of Offender Ther-
apy & Comparative Criminology, 45(5) 2001 
Oct:556-73. 

Moore, George E; Burkman, Kay D; Carter, 
Margaret N; Peterson, Michael R. Causes of 
death or reasons for euthanasia in military 
working dogs: 927 cases (1993-1996). Jour-
nal of the American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation, 219(5) 2001 Jul 15:209-14. 

Muhlhausler, Peter; Peace, Adrian. Dis-
courses of ecotourism: the case of Fraser Is-
land, Queensland. Language & Communica-
tion 21(4) 2001:359-80. 

Perry, Constance K. A compassionate auton-
omy alternative to speciesism. Theoretical 
Medicine and Bioethics, 22(3) 2001 Jun:237-
46. 

Ruckdeschel, Katy; Van Haitsma, Kimberley. 
The impact of live-in animals and plants on 
nursing home residents: a pilot longitudinal 
interventions. Alzheimer's Care Quarterly, 2
(4) 2001 Fall:17-27. 

Shine, Richard; Koenig, Jennifer. Snakes in 
the garden: An analysis of reptiles "rescued" 
by community-based wildlife carers. Biologi-
cal Conservation 102(3) 2001 Dec:271-83. 

Slavkin, Michael Lawrence. Enuresis, fireset-
ting, and cruelty to animals: does the ego 
triad show predictive validity? Adolescence, 
36(143) 2001 Fall:461-6. 

Soprani, Krisztina; Miklosi, Adam; Topal, 
Jozsef; Csanyi, Vilmos. Comprehension of 
human communicative signs in pet dogs 
(Canis familiaris). Journal of Comparative 
Psychology, 115(2) 2001 Jun:122-6.  

Verbeke, Wim. Beliefs, attitude and behav-
iour towards fresh meat revisited after the 
Belgian dioxin crisis. Food Quality and Pref-
erence, 12 2001:489-98. 

Verbeke, Wim; Ward, Ronald W. A fresh 
meat almost ideal demand system incorporat-
ing negative TV press and advertising impact. 
Agricultural Economics, 25(2/3) 2001 
Sep:359-74. 

Watson, JS; Gergely, G; Csanyi, V; Topal, J; 
Gacsi, M; Sarkozi, Z. Distinguishing logic 
from association in the solution of an invisi-
ble displacement task by children (Homo 
sapiens) and dogs (Canis familiaris): using 
negation of disjunction. Journal of Compara-
tive Psychology, 115(3) 2001 Sep:219-26. 

White, Thomas I. Doing business in morally 
troubled waters: dolphins, the entertainment 
industry, and the ethics of captivity. Interna-
tional Journal of Applied Philosophy, 14(2) 
2000 Fall:197-208.  

 



����

1R� ��� 0D\ ���� ,6$= 1HZVOHWWHU

primary roles in acute aggressive attacks.  

Dr. Crowell-Davis, professor at the Veteri-
nary College of the University of Georgia, 
devoted an all-day series of lectures to cat be-
havior. Her talks provided data from research 
studies in the field and in homes and practical 
advice for dealing with cat behavior prob-
lems. Data from studies by her students of fe-
ral cat behavior support the growing consen-
sus that cats are indeed social animals. Using 
these and other findings, including those from 
a study of over 7000 hours of videotapes of 
litter box use, Dr. Crowell-Davis was able to 
suggest ways of dealing with behavior prob-
lems based on actual data, rather than impres-
sions alone. 

Dr. McConnell is becoming well-known for 
her live-animal demonstrations. A Ph.D. in 
animal behavior and a practicing applied ani-
mal behaviorist in Wisconsin, she also 
teaches at the University of Wisconsin, hosts 
her own radio show and appears regularly on 
Animal Planet. At the OVMA conference, 
working with locally-provided dogs, Dr. 
McConnell demonstrated learning/
conditioning techniques to show how quickly 
most dogs can be trained, with patience, care-
ful observation, and reward (both positive 
and negative), to learn new behaviors or to 
unlearn old ones.  

Dr. Anderson, professor emeritus at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, School of Public 
Health, is another pioneer in the field of ap-
plied animal behavior, having laid the basic 
groundwork for many of the programs being 
further developed today in shelters, animal 
control, and animal evaluation. He is the co-
inventor of the GentleLeader, an alternative 
“leash”, which he and his colleagues at Pre-
mier Pet Products (http://www.gentleleader.
com/) demonstrated in several “wet labs” on 
the last day of the conference. Local owners 

Spring is the time of year in the United States 
for veterinarians to hold their major regional 
conferences, East, Midwest, and West.  As 
veterinary clients learn more about applied 
animal behavior – from broadcasts on Animal 
Planet and Discovery Channel, in newspaper 
and magazine reports, and by word-of-
mouth – they are increasingly seeking advice 
from their veterinarians for help with pet be-
havior. As behavior has become an increas-
ingly important topic for veterinarians, it has 
become an integral part of these meetings.  
 
For the last several years, the Midwest con-
ference, hosted by the Ohio Veterinary Medi-
cine Association (OVMA) has been inviting 
presenters in animal behavior for all-day ses-
sions each of the 4 days of the conference.  
This year I attended the Midwest Conference 
in February, where several well-known be-
haviorists, including Dr. Victoria Voith, Dr.  
Sharon Crowell-Davis, Dr. Patricia McCon-
nell, and Dr. R.K. Anderson provided a range 
of behavioral information to help veterinari-
ans help their clients. Questions from the au-
dience, which was composed primarily of 
practicing veterinarians, veterinary techni-
cians, and applied animal behaviorists, were 
insightful and sharp and interesting discus-
sions often followed.  Details about OVMA, 
an overview of the conference, and informa-
tion about upcoming conferences can be 
found at http://www.ohiovma.org. 

Dr. Voith, a pioneer in the field of applied 
animal behavior and currently Director of the 
city animal shelter for Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, spoke primarily about dog-human 
interactions, with two especially riveting 
talks about dog aggression. She noted that a 
variety of studies, including her own, have 
suggested that high arousal, social facilita-
tion, and the individual histories of the rela-
tionship between dog and human victim play 

Midwest Veterinary Conference, Columbus, Ohio, USA  
21st-24th February 2002 
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brought their dogs, who were often straining 
at their traditional leashes, to these sessions.  
It was fascinating and rewarding to see how 
quickly even the most difficult-to-control 
dogs became models of good “walking be-
havior” with the GentleLeader.  Proper fit 
was crucial, however, and most of the work-
shop was spent teaching owners how to rec-
ognize when they had done this correctly. 
Dogs and owners left looking pleased with 
one another and their new-found sense of 
“walking togetherness”. 

Several speakers provided specific informa-
tion about when to refer clients to certified 
animal behaviorists, what that term means, 
and how to find one, and how to set up 
“puppy classes” at veterinary offices. These 
weekly sessions are rapidly becoming very 
popular as a way to help owners learn about 
normal behavior and how to avoid behavior 
problems. They also help both people and 

puppies become familiar with the veterinary 
office and learn to associate it with good 
times, rather than with unpleasant experi-
ences.   

Finally, several talks examined Feliway spray 
and urinary tract disease. Feliway uses cat 
cheek pheromones to calm cats, leading to 
decreases in spraying behavior and possibly 
to reduction in furniture scratching and social 
behavior problems between cats, although the 
latter uses are largely based on anecdotal in-
formation at this time. Urinary tract disease 
seemed to be well on its way to being re-
solved several years ago with advances in our 
understanding of cat nutrition. But instead it 
remains a stubborn problem for a surprisingly 
large number of cats. Recent work suggests 
that stress may indeed play an important role 
in some cases of this syndrome.    

Penny Bernstein 

0HH0HHWWLQLQJJV RI 'LVWLQFWLRQV RI 'LVWLQFWLRQ

Animal Behavior Society Annual Meeting 
13th-17th July 2002  

 
The ABS’s annual meeting will be held at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, USA. E.O. 
Wilson is due to be one of their keynote 
speakers. For further details on registration 
and accommodation visit their website:  
http://www.animalbehavior.org/ABS/
Program/ 
 

4th World Congress on Alternatives and 
Animal Use in the Life Sciences 

10th-15th August 2002 
 
This congress will be held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, USA. For more information, go to 
their website at: www.worldcongress.net. 
  

Cuddle a Critter, Call me in the Morning 
October 4th-5th 2002 

The College of Nursing, Michigan State Uni-
versity, East Lansing, Michigan present their 
2nd Annual Human-Animal Bond Confer-

ence. James Serpell is the keynote speaker at 
this event. For registration and other informa-
tion call Mark Bitman +1 517 355 3393 

ISAE International Congress 2003 

The 37th International Congress of the Inter-
national Society for Applied Ethology will be 
held in Abano Terme (near Venice) Italy. In 
2004, you’ll have to go down under to Bris-
bane, Australia for this annual meeting. Visit  
http://www.sh.plym.ac.uk/isae/index.htm for 
more details. 

ISAZ 2003 
August 15th-16th 2003 

Next year we will once again meet in con-
junction with NILAS, Nature in Legend and 
Story. Tentative meeting dates are NILAS 
August 13-14, and ISAZ August 15-16. The 
meetings will be held at the new Conference 
Center at the Stark Campus of Kent State 
University, in Canton, OH. A website with 
preliminary information about program 
schedule, costs, travel, accommodations, and 
sites to visit in the area will be available 
sometime this summer. 
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Provisional Programme 
 

Animal Arenas:  
Spaces, Performances, Exhibitions 

ISAZ Annual Conference   
August 20th and 21st 2002 

University College, London, UK 

 
Tuesday 20 August 

9.00-10.00 – registration 
Session 1: 10.00-11.30 
Garry Marvin (University of Surrey Roehampton) TBA 

Nigel Rothfels (University of Wisonsin, Milwaukee) 

‘Lota: An Elephant’s Life’ 

Jeffrey Hyson (Saint Joseph’s University) 

‘”The Thrill of Fondling ‘Wild’ Animals”: Children’s 
Zoos and the Domestication of Nature’ 

Coffee: 11.30-12.00 
Session 2: 12.00-1.30 
Clare Palmer (University of Lancaster) 

‘Confinement and Spectacle: madness and the animal 
in Michel Foucault’s Madness and Civilisation’ 

Ralph Acampora (Hofstra University) 

‘Zoöpticon: The Pornography of Preservation’ 

Véronique Servais (Université de Liège) 

‘Anthropomorphism in the Interactions Between Visi-
tors and Primates in Zoos’ 

Muria Roberts (University College, London) TBA 

 

Lunch and Free Topic Poster Session: 1.30-2.30 
Session 3: 2.30-4.00 
Jane Desmond (University of Iowa) 

‘On the Margins of Death: Pet Cemeteries and Mourn-
ing Practices’ 

Julie A. Smith (University of Wisconsin, Whitewater) 

‘The Role of Place in Animal Death: The Case of the 
House Rabbit Society’ 

Molly Mullin (Albion College) 

‘Feeding the Animals, On-Line’ 

‘The Archaeology of Zoos: landscaping and designing 
nature’ 

Coffee: 4.00-4.30 
Session 4: 4.30-6.00 
Jonathan Burt (Cambridge) 

‘The Interaction between Sport, War and Technology, 
1900-1918’ 

Jo-Ann Shelton (University of California, Santa Bar-
bara) 

‘Dancing and Dying: The Display of Elephants in An-

cient Roman Arenas’ 

‘The Archaeology of Zoos: natural and cultural heri-
tage’ 

Conference Dinner 
 
Wednesday 21 August 

Session 5: 10.00-11.30 
Charles Bergman (Pacific Lutheran University) 

‘Inventing a Beast with No Body: Radio-Transmitters, 
Wildlife Biology, and the Simulation of Ecology’ 

Harold Herzog (Western Carolina University) 

‘Lives Entwined: Circus People, Circus Animals’ 

David Zeitlyn (University of Kent) 

‘Small Arenas, Large Contexts: Mambila Spider Divi-
nation’ 

Bahar Dutt (University of Kent) 

‘Of Charmers and Snakes: A Case Study of the Kalbe-
liyas in India’ 

Maureen Adams (University of San Francisco) 

‘The Dog in the Temenos: Dogs as Healers in Ancient 
Temple and Contemporary Psychotherapy Offices’ 

Coffee: 11.30-12.00 
Session 6: 12.00-1.30 
Peter Edwards (University of Surrey Roehampton) 

‘The Racecourse as Aristocratic Playground: Horse 
Racing in Post-Restoration England’ 

Rebecca Cassidy (Goldsmiths College, London) 

‘Teaching Racehorses to Walk: the thoroughbred auc-
tion ring’ 

Meredith Risk (York University, Toronto) 

‘Cleaning up Dublin: Discourses of Animal Control 
and the “Order” of the City’ 

Anne Alden (Alliant University) 

‘Competitive Dog Shows in Artwork of The New 
Yorker’ 

Matthew Brower (University of Rochester) 

‘Trophy Shots: Early North American Wildlife Photog-
raphy and the Display of Masculine Prowess’ 

Helena Pycior (University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee) 

‘Animals of the White House Go Public: Interpreting 
the Performances of Twentieth-Century “First Dogs” 
and “First Cats”’ 

Lunch and Free Topic Poster Session: 1.30-2.30 
Session 7: 2.30-4.00 
David Matless, Paul Merchant, Charles Watkins 
(University of Nottingham) 

‘Cultures of Sport and Science: Otters and Wildfowl in 
England, 1945-1970’ 

Marguerite Helmers (University of Wisconsin Osh-
kosh) 

‘The Spectacle of Whooping Crane Migration’ 
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Georgina Hearne, UK  
Sumita Sugnaseelan, University of Cambridge, 
UK  
Naziema Mia, UK  
Barbara Smuts, University of Michegan, USA  
Karen Kostan, University of California, USA  
Vanessa Lackford, University of Southampton, 
UK  
Julie Smith, USA  
Monica Pivetti, University of Helsinki, Finland  
Nigel Rothfels, University of Wisconsin, USA  
Kirrilly Thompson, Australia  

Kathleen Gerbasi, Niagara County Community 
College, USA  
Trudy Matheni, USA  
Elsie Shore, Wichita State University, USA  
Gareth Pearce, UK  
Antonia Henderson, Canada  
Daisy Berthoud, University of Cambridge, UK  
Helle Brage, Centre for Public Health Sciences, 
Sweden  
Frances Poxon, University of Reading, UK  
John Kistler, USA  
Melinda Meade, University of North Carolina, 

New ISAZ members since 2001 
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Kirrilly Thompson (University of Adelaide) 

‘Two Herbivores and a Swordsman: How the Bullring 
Defines Human-Animal Relations in the Corrida de 
Rejones’ 

Karen M. Kostan (University of California, Davis) 

‘Historical Overview of Sheep Herding Trials’ 

Coffee: 4.00-4.30 
Session 8: 4.30-6.00 
Cristina Grasseni (University of Milan Bicocca) 

‘Shaping Views – eye and the cow’ 

Elizabeth Atwood Lawrence (Tufts University) 

‘Polar Bears of Churchill: Ecotourism and the Trans-
formation of a Super Predator’ 

Free Topic Poster Sessions (lunchtime on both 
days)  

Contributors and Topics 
Hiroshi Yamada (Rakuno Gakuen University) 

‘Relaxation Effects of Contact with Sheep and Goats in 
College Students’ 

Lynette A. Hart and Mary W. Wood (University of 
California, Davis) 

‘A Web Based Gateway to Information on Assistance 
and Working Dogs’ 

Aaron S. Moore (Illinois State University) 

‘Humane Investigators’ Perspectives on Animal Suf-
fering’ 

Joanna Swabe, Bart Rutgers and Elsbeth Noordhuizen-
Stassen (Utrecht University) 

‘Cultural Attitudes Towards and Moral Justifications 
for Killing Animals’ 

R. Stumm and G-R Riedel  

‘Noah’s Ark – an Exhibition Project of the Natural 
History Museum Erfurt, Germany’ 

Erika Friedmann (Brooklyn College of CUNY), Sue 
A. Thomas (University of Maryland), Phyllis K. Stein 
(Washington University) 

‘Exploration of the Relationship between Pet Owner-
ship and Heart Rate Variability in Patients with Coro-
nary Heart Disease’ 

For details of how to register for this conference, 
accommodation, etc.  please visit the ISAZ website 
at:  www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/CCAB/isaz2002.html 

Request for Help 
Kathy Gerbasi, Dave Anderson (Rockydell Resources), Alexandra Gerbasi & Debbie Coultis (PAN) have re-
cently completed a catalogue and review of doctoral dissertations in human animal studies found through Psy-
cInfo, UMI Dissertation Abstracts and OCLC for the time period of 1980 to present, (they found a little over 
300.) A review of this information has been prepared for  the 10th Anniversary Society and Animals issue.  
The authors are aware that the search engines are imperfect and would like to track down dissertations they 
missed. They are quite certain that many dissertations done outside of the United States were not picked up in 
the search. The authors are interested in assessing the effectiveness of these three search vehicles. If you have a 
list of dissertations in this area or know of just one or two, Kathy Gerbasi  would greatly appreciate you pass-
ing that information so they can see if it is on our found list. The  ultimate goal is to make them more accessi-
ble to people and identifying characteristics of ones the search missed would be very helpful. 
A list will be kept on the PSYETA website so that people can use it for reference as well. The search only went 
back to 1980 but any dissertations prior to that would be welcome too.  

If you can help, please contact Dr. K. Gerbasi at: kcgerbasiphd@earthlink.net  
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President 
Lynette Hart, lahart@ucdavis.edu 

Secretary 
Penny Bernstein, pbernstein@stark.kent.edu 

Membership Secretary 
Debbie Wells, d.wells@qub.ac.uk 
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The ISAZ Newsletter is published (now in PDF format) twice a year: May & November.  

The deadline for the acceptance of material for inclusion in the November 2002 issue will 
be 15th October 2002. All material should be sent in electronic form to the editor, 

 Dr. Jo Swabe. E-mail: j.swabe@vet.uu.nl 

Treasurer 
Steve Wickens, wickens@ufaw.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor 
Jo Swabe, j.swabe@vet.uu.nl 

Editor Anthrozoös 
Anthony Podberscek, alp18@cam.ac.uk 

ISAZ Council Officers 

USA  
Linda Keeling, Swedish University of Agricul-
tural Sciences, Sweden  
Britta Osthaus, University of Exeter, UK  
Eraldo Neto, Feira de Santana State University, 
South America  
Sarah Fifield, New Zealand  
M.J. Wylie, University of Wisconsin, USA  
Amy Coffman, USA  
Masahiro Okomoto, Rakuno Gakuen University, 
Japan  
Hiroshi Yamada, Rakuno Gakuen University, Ja-
pan  
Yoshie Kakuma, University of Tokyo, Japan  
Melissa Bain, USA  
Marilyn Haldane, USA  
Jennifer Mason, Southern Methodist University, 
USA  
Kenji Kawakita, Meiji University of Oriental 
Medicine, Japan  
Emley Pine, UK  
Travis Young, Wright State University, USA  
Katherine Houpt, Cornell University, USA  
Sarah Wells, University of Durham, UK  
Deborah Brenton, USA  
Lisa Zilney, USA  
Alan Bryman, Loughborough University, UK  
Christine Caldwell, University of St. Andrews, 
UK  
Christine Anderson, Great Plains Zoo & Del-
bridge Museum, USA  
Anne Alden, USA  
Elena Carloni, University of Bologna, Italy  
Helen Pycior, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, USA  
Cornelia Wagner, USA  

William Lynn, The Hastings Center, USA  
Katrina Gregory, Australia  
Alessandra Farneti, University of Bologna, Italy  
Marc Vandenheede, Universite de Liege, Brussels  
Robert Eckstein, Warren Wilson College, USA  
Marjolein Dijkstra, Meertens Instituut, The Neth-
erlands  
Ian McLean, Geneva International Centre for Hu-
manitarian Demining,  
Switzerland  
Carnie Heleski, Michigan State University, USA  
Carmen Lee, USA  
Gene Mueller, The Anti-Cruelty Society, USA  
Patricia Pryor, USA  
Stephen Bostock, UK  
Sarah Redgate, UK  
Clifton Flynn, University of South Carolina, USA  
Rober Baker, ANZCCART, Australia  
Jo Downton, UK  
Kiyomi Hoshikawa, Companion Animal Informa-
tion and Research Center, Japan  
Donncha Hanna, Queen’s University Belfast, UK  
Caroline Hewson, Sir James Dunn Animal Wel-
fare Centre, Canada  
Rachel Casey, University of Southampton, UK  
Daniel Tardona, Timucuan Preserve, USA  
Anna Olsson, Portugal  
Linda Evans, Macquarie University, Australia  
Huw Griffiths, University of Hull, UK  
Martha Lentz, Harmony Institute, USA  
David Paxton, Australia  
Lorraine Leonard, University of Cambridge, UK  
Margaret Fidler, UK  
Caroline Schaffer, Tuskegee University, USA  
Anabela Pinto, UK 


