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THE RELEVANCE OF “ ANI MAL

| SSUES” FOR SOCI OLOGY

Corwin R. Kruse
Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota
E-mail: kruse008@tc.umn.edu

Over twenty years ago Clifton Bryant (1979)
suggested that sociologists should pay greater
attention to the “zodlogical connection.”
Although afew have taken Bryant’ s admonition
to heart, most continue to ignore the substantial
influence of animals on human society.* Such a
glaring omission is difficult to justify. After all, it
isnot asif other creatures are absent from our
lives. We alow animals to share our homes and
often consider them members of the family. On
the other hand, many of us consume their flesh
and wear their skins. We symbolically reference
them in everyday discourse, catch glimpses of
their lives on various “ nature” programs on
television, and often express deep concern over
their treatment.

Despite al of this, the sociological literature
remains sparse. We encourage our studentsto see
the social impact of everyday occurrences, but
when it comes to therole of animalsin human
society our own “sociological imagination” (Mills
1959) is often severely lacking. Certainly not all
sociologists have ignored the issue; there have
been anumber of excellent studies (see, for
example, Arluke and Sanders 1996; Groves 1997,
Jasper and Nelkin 1992; Mullan and Marvin
1999; Sanders 1999). In genera, however,
sociologists have been silent, preferring to leave
the study of “animal issues’ to others.

In some cases this silence has been replaced by
hostility or derision. Many of those who have
dared to include animals in their studies can no
doubt relate stories of colleagues who have urged
them to focus instead on “real” sociological
guestions and avoid “boutique issues’ (e.g.,
Perrow 2000: 473). Why should this be?

L anguage and Mindedness

Perhaps the primary reason is that animals are
seen as having little impact on human social

interaction. Arluke and Sanders (1996; Flynn
2000) suggest that a key factor in this processis
language; sociol ogists appear to subscribe to a
sort of socio-Cartesian dualism in which the
ability to communicate symbolically is the deus
ex machina. Humans use language, therefore
human action is considered the appropriate focus
of socid science. Non-human animals are
presumed not to be capable of language,
consequently they are viewed as sociological
automata: non-entities that carry little
significance for human social life (see Mead
1934).

Some scholars (e.g., Alger and Alger 1997; Flynn
2000; Sanders 1993, 1999) reject Mead' s (1934)
portrayal of animals as incapable of interacting
symbolically and present evidence that “animals
are indeed capable of creating shared definitions
of the situation with their human

companions’ (Flynn 2000: 21). Such studies
suggest that intersubjective relationships between
humans and animals are not only possible, they
are common.

Even if one dismisses the above view as simple
anthropomorphism, the deep connections that
humans often have with other animals cannot be
denied. As Arluke and Sanders (1996) have
argued, the important issue is not the presence of
“mindedness’ or possession of language skills by
animals, but rather the attribution of mindedness
and intent to animals on the part of their human
companions.

Whatever its underlying cause, the lack of interest
shown by most sociologists toward *“animal
issues” is unfortunate. Some may be “aarmed to
see sociological energies going into the formation
of anew section inthe ASA, Animals and
Society” (Perrow 2000: 473). Such alarmiisill-
placed; animals influence human societiesin
myriad ways and it is to the detriment of the field
that we ignore them. The remainder of this paper

1| redlize that humans are animals, but in the interest of brevity and clarity | have adopted the common (albeit
Speciesist) convention of separating humans from the rest of the animal kingdom.
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offers but a glimpse into the areas of sociological
relevance.

Animals as Companions

The keeping of petsis a pervasive phenomenon in
human society. In the United States alone almost
110 million dogs and cats share our homes (Beck
and Katcher 1996). Such afondness for animal
companionsisnot limited to industrial societies.

In the magjority of hunting societies,
as in the west, pet animals are often
named and cared for like children.
As infants they may be suckled at
the breast alongside human infants.
As they get older they are fed and
kept out of harm’'s way and, when
they die, they are commonly
mourned and sometimes honored
with ritual buria (Serpell and Paul
1994: 130).

The presence of companion animals may offer
humans a number of advantages. One such
advantage is emotiona support. Robin, et al.
(1984) report that abused children turn to pets for
comfort and love during difficult times. Likewise,
over 90 percent of respondentsin a survey of
Australian dog owners report that their pets
provide companionship and happiness (Salmon
and Salmon, 1983). In addition, pet owners show
improved psychological well-being and self-
esteem scores compared to non-owners (Serpell
1990, 1991).

Animals also affect interactions between humans.
Robins, Sanders, and Cahill (1991) suggest that
dogs act asa*“socia lubricant” to help their
owners initiate and maintain public interaction by
providing an opening for contact, afocus of
attention, and a“safe” topic of conversation. At
other times our relationship with animals may
inhibit human interaction. Arluke (1991) finds
that those who experiment upon animal s often
take pains to avoid disclosing their occupation to
others because it may serve to stigmatize them.

Animals as Commodities

Perhaps the primary way in which humans
interact with other animalsis by using them (or
parts of them) as food, clothing, or other
commodities. Over 5 billion animals are
consumed annually in the United States alone
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(Finsen and Finsen 1994) and the meat industry is
second in size only to the automobile industry
among all manufacturing and production
concerns (Rifkin 1992).

Although the designation of an object as “food” is
culturaly bound, Nair (1987) proposes that al
societies exhibit a preference for animal rather
than plant protein. Eating flesh is often associated
with wealth (Beardsworth and Keil 1997) and the
consumption of animals tendsto rise with per
capitaincome (Nair 1987). Counter to thistrend,
Beardsworth and Keil (1997) report a substantial
number of voluntary vegetarians in wealthy
advanced industrial countries such as the United
States and Britain.

Because food is an inherently social object,
choosing to accept or reject a particular food can
be subject to substantial social pressures. In many
cases, normative influenceis amajor factor in
consuming animals (Zey and Mclntosh 1992).
Anyone who has attended a family holiday dinner
after becoming vegetarian can attest to the social
pressures that can exist to eat meat.

Animals are often used in our recreational
pursuits. The most obvious may be blood-sports
such as hunting or fishing, but animals are also
present in leisure activities such as rodeos, horse
racing, attending circuses, or visiting zoos and
aquaria. Even when not initially apparent, animals
may be present in some form such as the leather
in a baseball.

Race, Class and Gender

Ideas about race and ethnicity have long been tied
to our views other animals. An obvious example
isthe association of variousracial or ethic groups
with non-human animals (Jews asrats, Blacks as
apes, etc.) (Arluke and Sanders 1996). Such
depictions may no longer be used in “polite”
company, but race and ethnicity still affect our
responses to animal-based activities. Our
“treatment of animals, when it differs from that
deemed acceptable by the dominant culture, is
often utilized to devalue immigrant and minority
populations’ (Elder, Wolch, and Emel 1998:
185).

For example, both American rodeo and its
Mexican counterpart, the charreada, have come
under fire from animal protection advocates.
Media coverage, however, has portrayed the
charreada, particularly horse-tripping, as cruel,



while the equivalent American event of calf-
roping has received little negative coverage
(N§era-Ramirez 1996). Similarly, California has
passed alaw making the eating of (some) animals
commonly kept as pets a misdemeanor. The
“bizarre” Asian practice of eating dogs and catsis
thus criminalized, while Whites may continue to
consume pigeons, rabbits (both of which were
explicitly excluded from protection), cows, and
pigs without fear of prosecution (Elder, Wolch,
and Emel 1998).

Gender is aso intertwined with human/animal
relations. Many scholars (e.g. Buettinger 1997,
Elston 1987; Herzog 1993; Jasper and Nelkin
1992; Kruse 1999; Peek, Bell and Dunham 1996 )
note the differences between men and women in
their attitudes toward animals and discuss the
central role of women in the animal protection
movement.

There is also a burgeoning ecofeminist literature
that seeks to link the oppression of women,
animals, and nature (e.g., Adams, 1996; Donovan
1990; Gaard 1993; Gruen 1993). For example,
Gruen (1993: 61) holds that “the categories
‘woman’ and ‘animal’ serve the same symbolic
function in patriarchal society. Their construction
as dominated, submissive ‘other’ in theoretical
discourse... has sustained male dominance.”

Socia class has relevance as well. For instance,
class issues may help explain cross-cultural
differencesin attitudes toward hunting. By the
middle ages, the right to hunt in northern and
western Europe came increasingly under the
control of the aristocracy and poaching by
peasants was punished harshly because it was a
symbolic threat to the social order (Ross 1987). In
Britain, hunting has retained its class baggage and
thus engenders little popular support. In contrast,
approval of hunting is much higher in the U.S.
where participation is more broad-based and the
activity often symbolizes free access to nature
(Franklin 1998).

The development of early anti-cruelty laws also
carry a class component. Although the plight of
animals was certainly an issue, Tester (1989;
Cartmill 1993) suggests that the fundamenta goal
of humane legidation wasto control and civilize
the working class. Activities such as dog-fighting
that were primarily pastimes of the lower class
were targeted while the fox hunts of the upper
class were left untouched.
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Conclusion

There are of course many additional areas of
sociological relevance: animals as cultural
symbols, animal-related crime, and animal-
oriented political movements, among others.
Numerous questions remain to be asked and a
variety of issues are yet to be explored. How do
individualsjustify their rolein the trade in
endangered species? What meaning do people
attribute to religious ceremonies involving
animals? How do consumers respond to the use
of animals in advertising? When couples divorce,
how do they determine custody of their
companion animals? Are culturally-accepted
behaviors such as hunting related to socially
unaccepted forms of animal abuse? How do
power and hegemony play into the choiceto
consume animal flesh? These are but afew
examples.

Dunlap and Catton (1994) suggest that humans
(including sociologists) often see themselves as
exempt from the constraints of nature. This may
lead to a situation in which we ignore our
relationships with the natural world, including
other animals. They simply become part of the
background against which human lifeis played
out.

Noske (1991) proposes that “the social sciences
tend to present themselves pre-eminently as the
sciences of discontinuity between humans and
animals.” Humans are to be studied and animals
areto beignored. Paradoxically, when we
concentrate exclusively on humans we neglect a
large component of human existence. The role of
animalsin human life is enormous; sociologists
would do well to recognize this fact.
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A DOG OBITUARY OF 1866
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF PONTO

Katherine C. Grier
Department of History, University of South Carolina
Columbia, CS 29208, USA
E-mail: kgrierOO@gwm.sc.edu

In the nineteenth century, the deaths of well-
loved companion animals inspired ownersto
mark the significance of the occasionin a
number of ways. Diary entries or |letters noted
the passing and described feelings of sorrow,
and sometimes owners arranged for a photog-
rapher to make a posthumous portrait of the
animal if no image from life existed. Arrang-
ing for amore or less ceremonial burial on
family property was common among both
children and adults. Wooden markers, now
decayed, were inexpensive and homemade,
but some family pet cemeteries purchased
small tombstones carved with names. Thein-
ability of city dwellersto bury their beloved
friends eventually led to commercial pet
cemeteries, beginning with the Hartsdale Ca-
nine Cemetery founded in 1896 in Hastings-
on-Hudson, New Y ork.

Occasionally afragile artifact survives that
reveals even more about the ways people
adapted to mourning rituals for human beings
to mark the deaths of animals— and that also
adds to our stock of information on the cir-
cumstances of everyday life for companion
animalsin Victorian America. Such isthe un-
titled obituary for Ponto, a four-page manu-
script found in the papers of Hugh McLellan
of Gorham, Maine and purchased by me from
arare book dealer in 1997. Written in a hu-
morous vein, the obituary still suggests the
deep attachment of its anonymous author to

No. 20, November 2000

its subject, especially when its tone shiftsin
the fourth and fifth paragraphs. Along with
discussing the character and intellect of the
dog, Ponto’ s physical beauty in youth is de-
scribed using the same literary conventions
(from the perfection of his“limbs’ to his
“lustrous’ eyes) applied to depictions of
beautiful people in sentimental fiction of the
era. Nothing less would do.

A ship captain’s dog of a breed presently un-
known to me, Ponto seems to have served as
awatchdog, probably spending his nightsin
one of the many outbuildings (woodsheds,
barns, and chicken houses along with others)
that were important adjuncts to farm and
small-town life. Until the dog fancy overtook
Americansin the 1880s, most American dogs
represented arelatively narrow range of hunt-
ing, fighting and “ pet” breeds. Travelers
sometimes picked up unusual dogs as a sou-
venir of foreign travel, and ship’s dogs were
not uncommon. Ponto was both of these. Like
most dogs, he lived on |eftover “people
food”, and his advanced age at time of death
suggests that this was not a bad thing.

The manuscript’s original spelling, punctua-
tion and underlining of specific words are
preserved in this transcription.

KatherineC. Grier
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Departed thislife, at hisresidence in Gorham,
between the hours of ten last night, and seven
this morning, the Gold Old Dog PONTO, at
the advanced age of fifteen years; heretired
to his bed in the evening apparently in his
usual health; and nothing more was known of
him by the family where he resided till morn-
ing, when what remained of him that was
mortal, was found by his friends lying “in the
cold ground” (snow). Wheather the poor old
dog suffered much while in the agonies of
death, is not known; but from appearances we
must come to the mournful conclusion, he
had no friend near to close his eyes, or place
the big Copper Cents over the dim orbs, for
in the morning they were wide open, with a
mighty big Stare; nor was that friend near to
lay straight his[illeg.] and comly limbs, for
he was found pretty much sprawled about.
No blame is attached to this friend, but his
death is solely attributed to the visitation of
the Black God of Dogs, who cometh in the
night and steal eth away the life of the whole
canine race, and thereisno help for it.

A watcher was left with him when he retired
at night, but we are sorry to say, that we fear
the watcher is a gay thoughtless dog, much
more given to fun, frolick, and feasting, than
to looking after the sick infirm and dying. We
wish not to reflect on the living, whose char-
acter has thus far been papably good it will
not help the dead, we can only say, the dark-
ness of night shrouds the whole affair, and
the particulars of our old dog friend' s last
moments will never be known “till the last
DOG TRUMP shall sound.”

It was a solemn sight, this afternoon, to that
Solitary procession winding itswasin the
snow leg deep, down through the orchard, un-
der the shadow of the stately old appletrees,
follwoed by only one mourner, and asif pur-
posely to add to the solemnity of the scene,
he looked as if he was marching to his execu-
tion, head and tail down, continualy lifting
up his cold feet and whining most piteoudly.
But when the last sad rites were fully per-
formed, and the last shovel full of snow was
piled up, it would have done you good to
have seen this disconsolate mourner turn tail
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too, and make aline for warmer climes—|
expect he was thinking of the “Cold Wittles’
he should inherit, and said to himself, “there
will be no division hereafter, this dog has the
whole, such islife.”

All of the surviving friends appear aswell as
could be expected under the trying circum-
stances. Old Ponto was a fine old dog, of the
War-Horse breed, descended in adirect line
from the Dons and Cavaiers of Andilusiain
Spain, his ancestors were once amongst the
great and noble of that far famed land, but by
the viscissitudes of fickel fortune were com-
pelled to migrate, and took up their residence
in that Heaven of islands known as Cubain
the sunny climes of the West Indies, where
Ponto first saw the light of the sun. When
young Ponto was a dog of noble carriage and
stately mein, remarcable for the beauty and
symmetry of hisform, hisevery limb was
fashioned after the most perfect model, with
an eye of the pure lustrous Spanish case,
made expressly to shoot love to the hearts of
all, with anoble heart aways yearning to-
ward his friends, and good living. Anxious of
doing right he knew no fear and was full of
bravery. When excited the courage of alion
was not equal to his.

Ponto early in life shew aremarcable intelli-
gence and desire for information, but was
somewhat of aroving disposition, and be-
coming acquainted with aforeign sea captain
was indused to take a voyage to New Eng-
land, and finally settled in Gorham in the
State of Maine, where he made alarge circle
of acquaintances, and many fast friends
where he spent most of his useful life, never
loosing his dignity of character, doing good
continuoudly, to all around him, he has left
many sincere and disconsolate friends to
mourn hisloss. But what istheir lossis his
gain, he has gone to hisreward, and thereis
probably a great rejoicing in that happy land
where all Good Old Dogs go to, over the safe
arrival of Old Ponto.

[illeg] to Old Ponto
Gorham Feb 8th 1866



DOG TRUST
DEEP LESSONS IN COMPASSION, DEVOTION, RESPECT, SPRITUALITY, AND
LOVE FROM OUR LOVING COMPANIONS

M ar c Bekoff
Department of EPO Biology, University of Colorado, Boulder,
Colorado 80309-0334 USA
mar c.bekoff@col orado.edu

We often hear that the companion animal
beings with whom we share our lives have
unqualified trust in us - that they believe we
will aways have their best interestsin mind,

that they love us unconditionally and would do

anything for us. And, indeed, they often do -

taking care of us and causing themselves harm

in selflessly doing so. From time-to-time |

think it'sagood ideato revisit, if only briefly,

some common beliefs we have about
rel ationshi ps between ourselves and other
animals. I've been asked on many occasions

about trust among animals, so | wrote this short
essay to get some of my thoughts on the table

for discussion.

What does it mean to say our companions trust
us? The notion of "trust” is difficult to discuss

because it's very broad and also has many
different sides. Trust is related to intention -

what a person (or other animal) intends to do,

and whether their actions are in the best

interest of another being. It's possible to have

the best of intentions and to do something that

harms another being. This doesn't mean that
the individua who erred shouldn't ever be
trusted again. Now, what about the trust that
our companion animals have in us?

Their wide eyes that pierce our soulstell us

clearly that they just know we'll always do the

best we can for them. | find it easiest to think

about dog trust in terms of what they expect

from us, their innate, ancestral, and deep faith

in us, their unwavering belief that we will take
our responsibilities to them as seriously aswe

assume responsibility for other humans.

Basically, they expect that we aways will have

their best interestsin mind, that we will care
for them and be concerned with maximizing

their well-being. So, we feed and exercise our
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companions regularly, we scratch them
behind their ears that vary in size and shape,
rub their bellies and watch them succumb to
our touch - melting like hot butter as our
fingers massage them into deep rel axation.
We also hug them, love them, and welcome
them into our homes as family members
(which pleases them immensely because
they're such social beings), and we take
them to a veterinarian when they need
medical care. They feel better because of
our devotion to them. We're our
companions trusted guardians, not their
owners. We don't own our companions like
we own such property as our bicycles and
backpacks. Recently the Boulder (Colorado)
City council in my home town
overwhelmingly agreed that dogs are not
owned commodities (www.bouldernews.
com/news/local/12l pets.html).

Having said this, on occasion we may also
intentionally expose our companions to
painful situations, such as allowing them to
receive vaccinations or to undergo surgery,
when we believe that it'sin their best
interests. We haven't betrayed our trust by
causing them intentional pain. My ever-
trusting companion dog, Jethro, recently
needed acupuncture for bad arthritisin his
left elbow, and he clearly didn't like it the
first two times he was stuck with the
needles. But afterwards he settled in and
went through the treatments with no
hesitancy, even dragging me into the
veterinarian's office!

The pain to which | exposed Jethro was
caused intentionally by me and the
veterinarian. But we did not betray his trust
in us. However, if we beat our companion



or otherwise abuse them, leave them in a hot
car, starve them, neglect their need for love,
or alow them to be abused in horrible
experiments, we have betrayed them, we
have let them down. But, regardless, in most
instances they'll still trust usin the future. It's
just who they are - who they have become via
the evolutionary process of domestication.
Dogs are so attached to humans that many
people have seen dogs being abused in
experiments and in other situations, only to
look up at the human and wag their tails as if
to say "this hurts me, but you must mean

well - how could you possibly mean
otherwise?' Their "dog-talk" saysit al. It
breaks my heart to know that some people
can be so evil. And | know that many others
agree that betraying the trust that our
companions have in is simply unacceptable
behavior that must never be tolerated.

Dogs and other animalstell usthey trust us
by their actions their willingnessto allow us
to do just about anything to them. Remember
this when you interact with our animal
companions. They trust us unconditionally,
and it's amalicious double-cross to betray
their deep feelings of trust in our having their
best interests in mind. Remember also that in
most cases they'll joyfully prance back for
more of what we dish out, always expecting
that we really do have their best interestsin
mind. They're that trusting and confident.

It's indisputable that we severely
psychologically and physically harm our
companions when we let them down, when
we neglect them or dominate them selfishly
with no interest in the deep hurt for which
we're responsible. When we betray our
companion's innocence and trust our actions
are ethically indefensible and we become less
than human; it's smply wrong, so let's not do
it - ever. Let'swork hard to instill a deep-
caring ethic in all people and in our children,
ambassadors of goodwill (for other animals
and ourselves) in the future. Humane
education is critical. In addition to teaching
children using books and other second-hand
material, we need to provide clear examples
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of compassion, respect, and love in our own
behavior. Children are such keen observers.

The hearts of our companion animals, like
our own hearts, are fragile, so we must be
gentle with them. Y ou can never be too nice
or too generous with your love for our dear
and trusting companions, who are so deeply
pure of heart. Indeed, by honoring our
companion's trust in us we tap into our own
spirituality. These wonderful beings make us
more human. Let's openly and graciously
thank them for who they are - for their
unfiltered love - and embrace their lessonsin
passion, compassion, devotion, respect,
spirituality, and love. Surely, we will never
have any regrets by doing so, and much pure
joy will come our way as we clear the path
for deep and rich two-way interdependent
relationships based on immutable trust with
our companions and all other beings.

Marc Bekoff is a professor of biology at the
University of Colorado, Boulder. Heis
author of Srolling with our kin: Speaking for
and respecting voiceless animals and editor
of the Encyclopedia of animal rights and
animal welfare and The smile of a dolphin:
Remarkable accounts of animal emotions. He
and Jane Goodall have recently formed
Ethologists for the Ethical Treatment of
Animal s/Citizens for Responsible Animal
Behavior Studies (www.ethol ogical ethics.

org).
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An Interview with

BRUCE

FOGLE

Jo Swvabe

To continue this series on anthrozool ogical
visions, during a flying visit to the UK, | man-
aged to track down another name that, | pre-
sume, will be rather familiar to all scholars
of the human-animal relationship (JS).

Arriving at the Portman Veterinary Clinic,
situated in the very heart of the bustling West
End of London, | was greeted by a man pre-
occupied with eradicating the rather pungent
odour of canine urine from the practice's
doormat. Within seconds it became clear that
Bruce Fogleis not only a popular author on
the subject of pet animals, but also very much
adown to earth and hands-on veterinarian.

Yet | was curious to discover just what led a
practising vet like Fogle to delve so deeply
into the issue of human-animal relationships
and animal behaviour. After all, so many of
hisfellow practitioners are only really inter-
ested in the *hard’ and technical science of
veterinary medicine; the challenges of diag-
nosis and surgery, rather than the search for
the potential behavioural causes of disease or
the analysis of the interactions of owners with
their animals. Just what stimulated his inter-
est in people and pets? How did he come to
be such awell-known commentator on the
human-animal relationship?

Fogle himself was rather bemused by my re-
guest to interview him for this ISAZ newslet-
ter series. He says that he does not really con-
sider himself to be a contributor to the field
of anthrozoology, but instead prefers to re-
gard himself as an assimilator and populariser
of other people’s work on human-animal re-
lations. Although it may be true that he is
generaly not directly engaged in doing an-
throzoological research, he is perhaps selling
himself short when it comes to his influence
on how people regard interactions with pet
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animal speciesin everyday life.

As tormenting as it may be to the egos of in-
dustrious researchers who Slave away over
each and every project, scientific research
findings are seldom presented directly to the
general populace. They usualy have to be
trandated into a form that the average Joe
Public will be able to understand. In his nu-
merous publications on pet animals, Fogle
has succeeded in rendering research into ani-
mal behaviour more intelligible to the com-
mon man. In this respect, his contribution to
the field of anthrozoology can most certainly
be regarded as substantial. One may argue
that the transmission of knowledge is equally
as important as the accumulation thereof.

Fogle' s own interest in the nature of human-
animal interactions spans several decades.
Although he originally hails from Canada, he
has been a practising veterinarian in the UK
for the past thirty odd years. As he recounts,
it was in 1979 that he was approached by An-
drew Edney, the then president of the British
Small Animal Veterinary Association, to or-
ganise a scientific meeting on the role of pets
in society at a special BSAVA conferencein
London, January 1980. This was to become
the very first international symposium on the
human-animal bond. The idea of exploring
such a sociological and psychological issue
(during a veterinary event) was most cer-
tainly anovel one, but Fogle was prepared to
take up the gauntlet. The pioneering work of
Leo Bustad and Aaron Katcher on the rela-
tionship between pets and people provided a
starting point in his search for suitable speak-
ers.

The conference turned out to be aresounding
success, although, as Fogle points out, the ac-
cent of the event was very much upon Anglo-
Saxon conceptions of the human-animal
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bond. The cultura diversity of speakers and
approaches that is common to scientific meet-
ings on the theme today was notably absent.
Topics such as grief and the understanding of
pet animal loss were high on the conference's
agenda. Given the significant interest gener-
ated by the meeting, Fogle decided to collect
the papersinto a volume for publication. Y et
in so doing, he realised that he had made
glaring omissions in his choice of contribu-
tors and subject matter. To remedy this, he
commissioned additional chaptersfor the vol-
ume, which was published the following year
under the title of ‘ Interrelations between peo-
ple and pets'. Later, Fogle would go on to re-
package the information on dogs and cats
gleaned through this conference and its pro-
ceedings into a new general readership book
‘Pets and their People’, starting his career as
apopular writer and speaker on al things fe-
line and canine.

It was, however, not to be al plain sailing.
Although the public lapped up these new ob-
servations on the human-animal bond, the
veterinary world from whence Fogle came
was rather more resistant. Apart from afew
pockets of open-mindedness, the veterinary
establishment would only listen to and accept
‘hard’ science. The notion that behavioural
problems may possibly be the source of
health problems and that client psychology
may well be important remained rather aien
to most vet schools. There were notable ex-

at Ontario Veterinary College) was invited to
address veterinary schoolsin the UK on the
subject of animal behaviour. Some vet
schools displayed resistance to this lecture
series. Even so, the small pockets of interest
among vets still continued to grow. Fogle
cites, for instance, Ben Hart of UC Dauvis,
California as one of the few veterinarians
who took the importance of human-pet bond
serioudly. Along with colleagues, such as
VictoriaVoith, Katherine Haupt, Bonnie
Beaver and Karen Overall, Hart came to un-
derstand the importance of behavioural fac-
torsto pet animal health. More recently, Tony
Buffington’ s research at Ohio State Univer-
sity indicated how behaviour can be an im-
portant factor in urinary tract disease in cats.

When Fogle was a student, dogs and particu-
larly cats were very low down in the veteri-
nary agenda. Aside from the treatment of
valuable horses, veterinary education was di-
rected towards livestock production. Vets
played an important role in the production of
low cost and safe protein for human con-
sumption. The vet’sjob was essentialy
viewed as helping livestock producers to get
their animalsto their market weight as soon
as possible. Market forces, however, began to
point to an increasing interest in providing for
pet animal medical needs. As Fogle points
out, when he qualified as avet in 1970, feline
medicine was generally restricted to neuter-
ing or euthanasia. The situation has changed

ceptions. For example, the Ontario Veterinary fairly rapidly for today, cats comprise at least

College, from which Fogle himself had origi-
nally graduated, was receptive to the kind of
ideas on the human-animal bond that he was
promoting. In the early 1980’s, they conse-
guently introduced a‘lifestyles package into
the veterinary curriculum to teach students
about client management, behavioural prob-
lems and social influence and non-medical
problems. Similarly, the forward-thinking
veterinary faculties of Tufts, Pennsylvania
and Texas followed suit.

By the early 1980's, Waltham, the pet-food
manufacturer, had also become involved.
Fogle relates how, funded by this company,
Don McEwan (professor of animal behaviour
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55% of his London practice. He argues that
thisis because these creatures make the most
viable companions in such an urban environ-
ment.

Unlike hisfellow vets, pet-food manufactur-
ers, like Waltham, were the quickest on the
uptake with regard to the public’sincreasing
interest in pets and the preparedness of
owner’sto pay for their pets’ care and well-
being. The marketing men, with their com-
mercial interests, were quick to pick up on
the fundamental changes that were taking
place in the human-animal relationship. Simi-
larly, the pharmaceutical industry also began
to recognise the increasing market demand
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for products suitable for treating pets. In con-
trast to the veterinary educators, these players
were specifically market and capital driven.
Alongside this, as Fogle points out, the me-
dia sfascination with pet animals also began
to grow at thistime. Slowly but surely, this
al led to arising interest among other prac-
tising vets in the importance and depth of the
human-animal bond. In particular, the veteri-
nary practitioner’s realisation that the client
should be involved in the decision-making
process for pet euthanasia and the recognition
of the importance of meeting the client’s
emotional needs began to grow. Thisall sig-
nalled an increasing interest in the ideas of
those of Fogle'silk.

Fogle observes that it is fascinating that this
turned out to be a non-culturally specific phe-
nomenon. This, he argues, indicates a high
degree of commonality within apparently cul-
turaly dissimilar peoples. The interest in the
importance of the pet-owner bond diffused
throughout the world. In the early 1980s, he
explains, it grew in significance in the Scan-
dinavian countries and North America; by the
late 1980’ s, continental Europe and Japan had
picked up on it and by the early 1990’ s inter-
est was being shown in Eastern Europe and
Mexico. The growth in interest in the pet-
owner bond thus reflecting the emerging mar-
kets in these countries for companion ani-
mals.

The diffusion of these ideas, for which Fogle
in his popular work is also partially responsi-
ble, also impresses him. Fogle, for example,
recounts an encounter that he had with afel-
low vet in Surabaya, Indonesia. The vet
school there, he says, did not have two pen-
niesto rub together. Moreover, the island was
in the middle of amajor parvo epidemic. Y e,
when he encountered him, the principle of the
school, who had trained at Murdoch Univer-
sity in Australia, was busy leafing through a
well-worn copy of Ben Hart’s book on ani-
mal behaviour trying to solve, what he had
identified to be, an anxiety related problemin
adog. For Fogle, this demonstrates just how
far the interest in animal behaviour has
Spread.
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In spite of this clear cultural commonality,
thereisstill, Fogle argues, significant cultural
variation in the lengths to which both vet and
owners are prepared to go. There are, for ex-
ample, significant differences between Japa-
nese breeding and confinement ethicsto
those that one is accustomed to in Northern
Europe. The Japanese fashion for keeping en-
ergetic dogs such as Border Collies and Hus-
kies, in confined urban areas he cites as an
example of where two cultures vary with re-
gard to the interests of animal welfare. Simi-
larly, he remarks on the cultural differences
with regard to performing amputations on pet
animals. In the UK, thisis perfectly routine
practice, yet in Sweden, which bears signifi-
cant cultural similarities to Britain, he sug-
gests, amputations are rarely performed. Both
the market demand and the ethics of the na-
tional profession will greatly determine the
extent to which particular practices are al-
lowed. In this vein he remarks that feline kid-
ney transplants, which are now being per-
formed in the US are out of the question in
the current European veterinary ethical cli-
mate.

Throughout the past thirty years as a veteri-
nary practitioner, Fogle has also borne wit-
ness to a clear change in not only the nature
of the clientele visiting his practice, but also
the kind of animal health problems that they
present to him. In this respect, he notes that in
recent years he has seen increasingly more
breed-related problems, instead of the
‘normal’ problems of trauma and disease.
The clienteleis also far better educated than
in the past with regard to animal health is-
sues. At least 50% of his clients, he indicates,
aso have their pets insured, though he argues
that people’ s emotional relationshipsto their
animals are not necessarily any different to
how they were in the past.

As our discussion draws to aclose - after al
Fogle does have more patientsto see- | try to
sound out what his views are on the future
directions of anthrozoological research. On
the one hand, he contends that most of what
should have been said with regard to human-
animal relationships has already been said.
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Y et on the other, he does have some clear
views at to the directions that research should
take. For example, he believes that the views
and conduct of pet owners should be incorpo-
rated into new studies, even population cen-
suses. In thisway, it may be determined just
how many people live with a pet and what
their responsibilities are towards the animal.
He also suggests that the pet factor should be
better integrated into public health monitor-
ing, asit aready isin Norway. Initia find-
ings there suggest that dog owners drink and
smoke more than non-dog owners, and have a
higher blood pressure to boot. This chal-
lenges the widely held notion that dog owner-
ship always indicates better health.

Such research, Fogle argues, should accept
the redlity that pets are part and parcel of our
culture. Thus the issue of pet ownership
should be incorporated into the research de-
sign of non-biased, ongoing studies of na-
tional public health organisations such as the
NIH and the Medical Research Council. In
this way, non-judgemental data on the effects
of pet-keeping on human health can be accu-
mulated according to the traditions of epide-
miological research.

Finally, Fogle suggests that researchers also
look into some of the anomalies of animal
health that have emerged in recent years, to
see whether our relations with them bear any
relation to them. The increased incidence of
alergic petsis one such topic that may be
suitable for investigation. Similarly, hyper-
thyroidism in catsis also a subject that isripe
for epidemiological investigation, given that
there was little evidence of the disease prior
to 1979. Perhaps these are all suggestions that
may inspire ISAZ members to dream up won-
derful new research projects for the near fu-
ture...

Selected Publications

Fogle, B. (ed) (1981) Interrelations between
People and Pets. Springfield: Charles C.
Thomas

- (1984) Pets and their People. NY: Viking.

- (1995) The Cat’s Mind: Understanding
Your Cat’'s Behavior. Howell Books, Inc.

- (1992) The Dog’s Mind: Understanding
Your Dog'’s Behavior. Howell Books, Inc.

CENTER FOR BEHAVIORAL THERAPY
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
424 E. 92" K., New York, NY 10128, USA
WWW.aspca.org

On April 19, 2000 The American Society for the
Prevention of Cruety to Animals held an officia
dedication for anew behavior clinic and training
space at its headquartersin New York City. This
marked a punctuation point for the growth and
development of programsin animal behavior at
the ASPCA.

Dog obedience classes were first offered by the
Society in 1944. Promotional materials at that
time pointed out, “Dogs and owners are dways
trained together — the theory being that we teach
you to train your dog,” and emphasized that,
“Bad-mannered dogs are a hazard in traffic, an
annoyance to neighbors and a nuisance to
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landlords.” Thiswas certainly an early
affirmation of training, and animal behavior
programs providing support for the human-animal
bond. A philosophy which continuesto inform
and guide activities.

For much of its history at the ASPCA, training
and behavior programs were run by the Education
Department. In the late 1970s, a behavior
helpline service was devel oped to support the
Adoptions Department by providing new pet
owners with ready advice and information on
behavior questions. Thiswould soon expand to
provide calling hours for the genera public. In
the early 1980s staff began behavioral evaluations



1

of dogs and cats available for placement.
Programs and activities also included training for
animal assisted therapy programs. The ASPCA
became one of the Delta Society training,
evaluation and certification partners, a
relationship that continues. A number of trainers
would work with the ASPCA, or serve on staff.
Sue Sternberg, well known for her work with
dogs in animal shelters, and Jacque Schultz, who
isstill with the ASPCA, were among these early
contributors to the organization of what became
the Companion Animal Services department.

Ann Squire, Ph.D. was the first academically
trained ethologist to work a the ASPCA. She
headed the education department from the early
1980s until 1987, and contributed animal
behavior insight to both the Education programs
and other ASPCA activitiesincluding legislation
and advocacy. Stephen Zawistowski, Ph.D.,
certified applied animal behaviorist, joined the
ASPCA in 1988 to continue the devel opment of
animal behavior and training programs.

Starting in the 1990s efforts were made to
conduct research projects related to animal
behavior, the human-animal bond and animal
adoptions. These would result in poster
presentations at the Animal Behavior Society
meetings on methods for the evaluation of
behavior of shelter dogs; distribution of problems
presented to the behavior helpline and resources
used by dog owners seeking behavior and training
information. A study about companion animal
response to the loss of an animal companion
based on observations by pet owners of surviving
pets in multiple pet homes where one pet dies was
presented at the International Conference on
Human-Animal Interactionsin Geneva. During
this time staff also participated in the
development and review process of over 15
ASPCA books on pet care and training.

Asthefield of applied animal behavior developed
in terms of companion animal programs during
the 1990s it became clear that some unfortunate
divisions were appearing among three main
groups, dog trainers, applied behaviorists and
veterinarians. The Animal Behavior Society
initiated a certification program for academicaly
trained behaviorists with applied experiencein
1991. The American College of Veterinary
Behavior would be formed later in the decade.
These three, complementary fields did not always
work in a cooperative fashion. A distinct effort
was made by the ASPCA to bring these fields
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together in an effort to promote the human-animal
bond, and support adoptions and pet owners with
appropriate behaviora interventions. Amy
Marder, VMD joined the ASPCA in 1999 as vice
president of Behavioral Medicine and Companion
Animal Servicesto complete the representation of
the three disciplines at the ASPCA.

Current programs continue to include obedience
training, agility, and puppy socialization, the
behavior helpline, and evaluations of dogs and
cats available for adoption. Staff also provide
enrichment programs for dogs and catsin the
shelter, and supervise other staff and volunteers
who take shelter dogs to special dog training
classes. Dr. Marder also seesclinical caseson a
referal basisin the new center, or on house calls.
Every effort is made to ensure that training,
veterinary medicine and applied animal behavior
are integrated in evaluation, treatment and
research activities.

New endeavorsfor the Center include working
with the ASPCA’s Humane Law Enforcement
Department to provide behavioral evaluations of
animals from cruelty cases and long term
enrichment and rehabilitation programs for these
animals. Animals seized as part of acruelty case
must often spend extended periods of timein
medical treatment and then in the shelter until the
courts complete the prosecution of the cruelty
charges. In addition, the Center works with
ASPCA staff psychologists Drs. Stephanie
LaFarge and Sheryl Dickstein to enhance the
understanding of the humansinvolved in the
human-animal bond. Thiswill include examining
the relationship that abusers have with their
animals and supervised dog obedience programs
for at-risk-youth.

The Center is also active in a number of
education and outreach activities. Amy Marder,
Stephen Zawistowski and Jacque Schultz are
frequent speakers at a variety of conferences.
Through the ASPCA’s National Shelter Outreach
department, training and advice is provided for
animal shelters throughout the country on animal
behavior issues. Veterinary students participating
in the ASPCA extern program are given the
opportunity to gain experience in animal behavior
from both a practice and animal shelter
perspective. Dr. Marder presented animal
behavior issues as part of the course on animal
shelter medicine that is offered with the ASPCA’s
partnership at Cornell University School of
Veterinary Medicine.
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Starting in the second half of 2000, the Center Additional information on the ASPCA Center for
will assume publication responsibilities for the Behaviora Therapy and other ASPCA programs
Animal Behavior Consultant Newdletter, founded and activitiesis available at the ASPCA website:
by Drs. John Wright and Peter Borchelt, and WWW.aspca.org.

originally published by Mercer University. Stephen Zawistowski and Amy Marder

_ 1.EAP./IET.
| nstitute for applied Ethology and Animal Psychology
Vorderi Siten 30, P.O. Box 32, CH-8816 Hirzel/Switzerland
PD Dennis C. Turner, BS, ScD, Director
http://www.turner—et.ch

The Institute for applied Ethology and Ani-
mal Psychology, I.E.T. in the German lan-
guage, s aprivate, scientific institute that
was founded in 1991 by ISAZ member, PD
Dr. sc. Dennis C. Turner. In the village of
Hirzel, about 20 Km south of Zurich, one
finds the administrative headquarters of the
ingtitute that is active all over the globe. Up
to three research assistants and 12 guest fac-
ulty members are involved in its programmes.

Research observations on companion animals
(mainly dogs and cats) are conducted either
in private househol ds and neighbourhoods,
on farms in the countryside, in animal shel-
ters and kennels, or in institutions with ani-
mal-assisted therapy programmes. The insti-
tute itself maintains no animals on its prem-
ises.

The ingtitute, while privately financed, has an
Advisory Board whose members are well cre-
dentialed academicians gmost are full profes-
sors) in their respective fields and from vari-
ous countries. |.E.A.P. is active and well—
recognized in the following areas:

Education

Coursesin animal behaviour consultation /
therapy since 1992 for:

. Animal welfare/shelter staff
. V eterinarians/vet assistants
. Pet behaviour counsellors

Courses and seminarsin animal assisted ac-
tivities (AAA)/ animal assisted therapy
(AAT) since 1999 for:

. chotherapists/ psychiatrists/ other
%Sgdical doctors Py

Specia educators/ social workers
Institutional staff / care-givers
Volunteers with selected companion ani-
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mals
Public service

Expertise and Recommendations for:

. Government agencies

. Courtg/Attorneys of Law

. Insurance commissions

. Private companies

. Animal welfare associations

. Media (TV, Radio, Press)

. Scientific journals and publishing house
. Government agencies

Research funding agencies

Animal welfare questions
Consultations and expertise worldwide for:

Animal protection associations

. Exhibition organisers

. Institutions (e.g. nursing homes, correc-
tional institutions)

. Private companies

Research

Current and/or past research projects have been
financially supported by:

. theinstitute |.E.A.P./ |.LE.T. itself

. private industry

. the Swiss National Science Foundation
. Swiss and Zurich Animal Protection

. the Swiss Federal Veterinary Office

. the University of Zurich

. the [IEMT —Konrad Lorenz Trust

Recent and current projects

. The influence of human mood (especialy
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depressive mood) on human-cat social in-
teractions

. Social support vs. attachment as explana-
tory theories for human-cat relationships

. Anthropomorphic interpretations and etho-
logical descriptions of dog and cat behav-

Recent publications
Anthrozods 1999: 12(3), 12(4)

Animal Welfare 1996: 5(4), 1997: 6(3), 1999: 8
(1), 803

Wilson, C.C. and Turner, D.C. (eds.) 1998. Com-

iour Pani_on Animalsin Human Health. Sage Pub-
. Stress and socialization of catsin animal ications Inc.
shelters , . Chapter 20in Fine, A. (ed.) 2000. The Hand-
+  Introducing dogs to kennels: pre- “#  book on Animal-Assisted Therapy. Aca-
dicting socid tendencies ‘®'w demic Press.
. Visual and accoustic signalsin =
doguanng e T D B 2o
T A L ; 10109 Of |tsbehav
{ E_;:] |F<))rur, 2nd edition. Cambridge University
W/ [ Re®) & Press.
S5es
A Right to Reply

The following letter wasreceived in responseto
the review of PSYETA's recent video, which ap-
peared in the ISAZ Newsdletter, No. 19, July
2000.

Readers are hereby reminded that the views ex-
pressed in the Newd etter are not necessarily
those of the Society, but that we give a voice to all
of its members' opinions. This, of course, in-
cludestheright of reply (ed).

*

* *

The Baenninger review of PSYETA'’ s video,
Beyond Violence, leaves a number of impres-
sionsthat are inaccurate.

The reason that the video’ s discussion guide
does not include animal research scientists as
atarget audience is because they are not one.
The video isfor the general public, including
children around 12 years and older. Thein-
tended professional audienceis primary play-
ersin the human and humane services inter-
ested in the connection between violence to-
ward human and other animals. There are
only one or two references to animal research
in the video. The only critical remark refers
specifically to that research that is
“inhumane.”

The reviewer’s assertion that the claim in the
video that “simulation softwareis just as use-
ful as working with live animals[in class-
rooms| has not been empirically supported in
any convincing way” is misleading (see J.
Balcombe, The Use of Animalsin Higher

No. 20, November 2000

Education, Humane Society Press, 2000, pp.
39-43 for areview of 30 studies of alterna
tivesv. dissection).

It is puzzling that the reviewer selected isan
animal researcher, rather than an investigator
in the socia sciences with expertisein the lit-
erature in this area of human-animal studies.

Given its general remit to inform the public,
the video only occasionally includes statis-
tics. However, | would be happy to provide
references to the studies upon which any par-
ticular assertion is based. Ironically, there-
viewer does not substantiate his claim that his
“early work on aggression, predation, and
similar nasty topics’ required animal re-
search.

It is misleading to suggest that PSY ETA has
not contributed to the effort to establish, cri-
tique, and disseminate empirical studieson
the violence connection (Society and Ani-
mals, special themeissue, 5,3, 1997), asits
executive director is that journal’s founding
editor.

Kenneth Shapiro, Ph.D., Psychologists for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals




Books efc

e

Editorial note

It probably will not have escaped your notice that this issue's Books etc section is rather |less substan-
tial than usual. Thisis due to the fact, as reported in the July 2000 issue, that since Anthrozdos is now
part of the ISAZ membership package, we would like to avoid duplicating material.

This effectively means that book reviews are now the sole territory of the journal, rather than the
newsletter. If you wish to submit areview to our sister publication, please contact the editor of An-
throzoos, Anthony Podberscek at alpl8@cam.ac.uk. The guidelines for authors will soon be
available on the ISAZ web site.

However, please continue to let us know of any new publications that may be of interest to fellow
ISAZ members and we will try to include them in the Hot Off the Presses rubric in this newd etter.

Animalsand Modern Cultures:
A Sociology of Human-Animal Relationsin Modernity

Adrian Franklin (1999)
London: Sage Publications. ISBN 0-7619-5623-9

Animals and Modern Cultures investigates the dramatic transformations between humans
and animalsin the twentieth century. In the early part of the century, these were based on a
categorical distinction between humans and animals, where animals were still largely are-
source for human progress. At the close of the century that distinction, and the subordination
of animals was being seriously questioned.

The book demonstrates that changing relations with animals can only make sense by relating
them to key aspects of social and cultural change. It is not focused on how humans should
act towards animals; rather, it is concerned with how humans relate to animals and how this
changed and why. Key changes are related to the moral crisis of humanity resulting from a
breakdown of the modern world order. Moreover, it highlights, through chapters on compan-
ion animals, hunting and fishing, animal leisures such as bird watching and wildlife parks,
meat and livestock industries, how attitudes and practices towards animals vary widely ac-
cording to socia class, ethnicity, gender, region and nation.

W
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Animal Experimentation: A Guideto thelssues

Vaughan Monamy (2000)
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-66786-0

Animal Experimentation is a publication that is directed at al those involved in the conduct,
teaching, learning, regulation, support or critique of animal-based research. All the mgjor is-
suesin the animal experimentation debate are thus introduced into asingle volume. This
book deals with the history and ethics of experimentation; the moral status of animals and
the obligations of researchers; the regulatory umbrella under which experiments are con-
ducted in Europe, the USA and Australasia; and also the alternatives to animal research.

Although this publication is specifically aimed at life-science students, it is aso suitable for
lay people for it provides a clear introduction to the principal ethical arguments - both for
and against - in the animal experimentation debate. The author is alecturer in environmental
science and ethics at the Australian Catholic University, Sydney.

Reigning Cats and Dogs
A History of Pets at Court Since the Renaissance

Katherine MacDonogh (1999)
London: Fourth Estate. ISBN 1-85702-595-4

The blurb from this book reads: *When the Dowager Empress of Chinadied in 1908, her fa-
vourite Pekingese was lead before her coffin by the chief eunuch, following a precedent of
some 900 years' standing. Queen Victoria, entertaining Napoleon 111 and the Empress
Eugenie at Windsor, regarded avisit to the kennels as the high point of an afternoon’s walk.
And contemporary chroniclers of the French Revolution rather implausibly claimed that
Marie Antoinette’ s dog, Thisbée, was so distraught at the queen’ s incarceration that it com-
mitted suicide.

For monarchs and their consorts, cats, dogs and the occasional parrot have acted as constant
companions, unguestioning alies, surrogate children and silent repositories of whispered
confidences. For their isolated children, cats and dogs were often the only source of emo-
tional comfort and warmth. From Empress Josephine' s collection of pugs (who had their
own persona maid in spite of Napoleon’s distaste for them) to Elizabeth |1’ s dynasty of cor-
gis, the history of these pampered pets offers us a fascinating and often hilarious peek into
the exalted world of their owners.’

TheLivesof Animals

J.M. Coetzee (1999)
Princeton: Princeton University Press. ISBN 1-86197-237-7

Anyone who has read J.M. Coetzee' s Booker prize-winning novel Disgrace will have real-
ised that the lot of other animalsin human society is atheme of great interest to this author.
His latest offering, The Lives of Animals, is a fascinating attempt to present the complex dis-
cussion of animal rights, with all of its subtleties, to a wider audience through the medium of
fiction. The chief protagonist of the story is an elderly novelist who has been invited to the
USto give auniversity lecture on animal rights. Sheis confronted by the often hostile and
sceptical reactions of not only the public, but also members of her own family, to her dis-
course on our relationship to and treatment of other species.
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The Domestic Cat

The Biology of its Behaviour (Second Edition)
Edited by Dennis C. Turner & Patrick Bateson (2000)
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-63648-5

This may well be afamiliar publication to many ISAZ members, however it is very much
worth amention in this rubric since there have been revisions to and new additions to the
original text. The new edition of The Domestic Cat reveals how cats, both of the feral and
tea-cosy variety, live and behave in avariety of circumstances and surroundings. It also in-
cludes new chapters on feline welfare issues and on cat-cat communication, thus helping
both pet-owners and veterinary or behavioural specialiststo get to grips with those enig-
matic, though extremely appealing, beasts that lurk in both our homes and gardens.

I ntroduction to Animal Rights
Y our Child or the Dog?
Gary L. Francione (2000) Foreword by Alan Watson
Philadelphiac Temple University Press. ISBN 1-56639-692-1

Two-thirds of Americans polled by the Associated Press agree with the following statement:
"An animal'sright to live free of suffering should be just asimportant as a person's right to
live free of suffering.” More than 50 percent of Americans believe that it iswrong to kill ani-
mals to make fur coats or to hunt them for sport. But these same Americans eat hamburgers,
take their children to circuses and rodeos, and use products devel oped with animal testing.
How do we justify our inconsistency?

In this book, animal rights advocate Gary Francione explores our conventional moral think-
ing about animals. Using examples, analogies, and thought-experiments, he reveals the dra-
matic inconsistency between what we say we believe about animals and how we actually
treat them.

Introduction to Animal Rights: Your Child or the Dog? provides a guidebook to examining
our social and personal ethical beliefs. It takes us through concepts of property and equal
consideration to arrive at the basic contention of animal rights: that everyone - human and
non-human - has the right not to be treated as a means to an end. Along the way, it illumi-
nates concepts and theories that all of us use but few of us understand - the nature of "rights”
and "interests,” for example, and the theories of Locke, Descartes, and Bentham. It may well
be very interesting to read this book back to back with J.M. Coetzee' s novel described
above.

Fishy Business
Salmon, Biology, and the Social Construction of Nature

Rik Scarce (1999)
Philadelphiac Temple University Press. ISBN 1-56639-729-4

If you areinterested in social scientific literature on anthrozoological topics, Temple Univer-
sity Pressis always a good place to start. Fish generally don’t get much of alook in our

field - save those that live in aquariums, so this book on salmon will certainly help to fill that
gap.

For more than a century biologists have tried to unlock the mystery of salmon behavior, and
in the process they have made science very much a part of the salmon we know. For sociolo-
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gist Rik Scarce, salmon represent an opportunity to probe the relationship of science, society,
and nature.

About Pacific salmon - a game fish and food source that is protected and managed for eco-
nomic and environmental abundance - Scarce writes, “What other living thing receives such
extensive attention from science and society, is used in so many ways, yet retains so much of
what we would liketo think isits ‘wild’ character?” He shows how political, bureaucratic,
and economic forces have directed salmon science for their own purposes and how control
remains a central feature in salmon biology.

In short, Fishy Business provides new ways for regarding human interactions with other spe-
cies, from appealing species like wolves, whales, and redwood trees, to less popular ones
such as snail darters and kangaroo rats. Society struggles to decide which parts of nature

matter and why. Ultimately, Scarce argues, nature is a social product: what shall we make of
it?

Cod

A Biography of aFish that changed the World
Mark Kurlansky (1999)
London: Vintage. ISBN: 0-09926-870-1

While it may not be so hot off the presses, the fishy theme will be here continued with Kur-
lansky’ s curious historical account of cod. This book, originally published in 1997, is now
available in paperback.

The Cod isindeed afish worth writing about. Wars have been fought over it, and even revo-
lutions have been triggered by it. Just as importantly, economies and livelihoods have de-
pended on it. Kurlansky’ s book spans 1,000 some years, from the Vikings to Clarence Bird-
seye, and introduces the explorers, chefs and fishermen whose lives have been interwoven
with this piscine species.

Wild Minds

Marc D. Hauser (2000)
London: Allen Lane 1SBN 0-71399-471-1

“Do animals think? Can they count? Do they feel anger, frustration, hurt or sorrow? Do they
have an awareness of death, or arudimentary moral sense? Wild Minds provides authorita-
tive answers to these long-standing questions.”

As the blurb continues: “ Animal minds are of perennial interest. Views tend towards two ex-
tremes - the anthropomorphic, presenting animals as furry little humans, or the behaviourist,

seeing animal's as unthinking machines devoid of feeling.” Hauser uses insights from evolu-

tionary theory and cognitive science to avoid such preconceptions in this guide to animal

psychology.

With memorable examples taken from Hauser’ s research in the field - Vervet monkeys liv-
ing on the savannah of Kenya; crows on a golf course in southern California; rhesus mon-
keys on atropical island off the coast of Puerto Rico - aswell asthe latest findings in neuro-
science and human infant development, Wild Minds provides a scientifically-credible ac-
count of the animal mind.
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ISAZ HOMEPAGE

The ISAZ homepageis currently being given a
much needed overhaul. To seeits new improved
look, pay it avisit at itsfamiliar old address:

http://www.soton.ac.uk/~azi/isazl.htm

EETA/CRABS

In the last issue of this newsdletter, we published a
mission statement for this new interdisciplinary
group. EETA/CRABS have now also established
an interesting web-site, which includes several
articles written by its co-founders Jane Goodall
and Marc Beckoff. You'll find the site at the fol-
lowing address:

http://www.ethol ogical ethics.org/

ANIMALS-SOCIETY LIST

Hereisanoteto let you know that the Animals-
Society discussion has recently moved.from
eGroups and now ‘resides’ at the Listproc at the
University of Kansas. If you didn’t already know,
thislist isintended for the discussion of the social
scientific study of the relationship between hu-
man society and other animals.

Currently, the list has about 100 subscribers from
all over the world! To subscribe to the list, send
an email to listproc@ukans.edu. In the body of
the message, type: subscribe animals-society

If you have any difficulties or questions, email
the list manager, Michael Schmitt, at
mschmitt@ukans.edu.

HUMANSAND OTHER ANIMALS

For a good jumping off point for dl things an-
throzoological, pay avisit to the Humans and
Other Animals website, which has been devel-
oped and maintained (though not as frequently as
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it should be) by yourstruly (J.5).

This personal homepage aims to provide aca-
demic researchers, students and people who deal
with animalsin their everyday lives, both profes-
sionally or as owners, with information on and
links to awide range of anthrozoological re-
SOurces.

Moreover, it shares some of the fruits of the web-
mistresses own research. Visit the page at:

http://www.caliban.org/Jo

CAT-PROOF YOUR COMPUTERI!

Cats and computersjust don’t mix. It'safamiliar
tale: they insist on sitting on your keyboard and
blocking your view of the monitor, they enter in
random commands (that bizarrely sometimes just
don’'t seem so random) and the little monsters can
even succeed in crashing your machine and delet-
ing files.

It is not so surprising then that an enterprising
boffin in the US has come up with a piece of soft-
ware called PawSense. The claim isthat this
product will end your misery of sharing an office
with afeline. It even won one of thisyears g No-
bel awards (other winners included Dutch scien-
tists who managed to levitate frogs! - see http://
www.improbable.com for more details).

The product works by detecting and blocks feline
typing and trains the cat to stay off the keyboard
by producing a sound that is unpleasant to the fe-
line ear. The product is currently available for
Windows 95/98, NT and 2000, users of other op-
erating systems will probably have to continue to
suffer in silence! Check out the PawSense web-
site for more information:

http://www.bitboost.com/pawsense/



22

Call for papers!
| SAZ 2001 The goal of the conference, organised by the
Tufts Center for Animals and Public Policy and
Human-Animal Conflict The Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown
Exploring the relationships with conflict between  University isto evaluate the tension created by
humans and other animals the changing ethical and legal status of the great
August 2-4th, 2001 apes, particularly in the international arena, and
University of California, Davis the continued demand for their use to serve
Davis, California human ends. To achieve this purpose attendees

will review recent information about the

Next year, the ISAZ 2001 conference will be held evolution, natural history, culture and cognitive
aequentially with the Nature in Legend and Story abilities_of the apes, the nature of the arguments
(NILAS) and The International Society for Applied Concerning the basis of moral and legal
Ethology (ISAE) conferences. Abstracts for presen- standing; the justifications for continued use;
tations or posters must arrive by 31st January 2001, @nd the status of the national and international
See the back page of this newsletter for your |n|t!at|ves fo_r conservation and other forms of
(cut-out) abstract form and guidelines. basic protection.

For additional details, please contact the conference The conference 'is intended for primatologists
co-chairs and_ o_ther scientists, phllosophe_rs: and other
Lynette Hart, UC Center for Animal Alternatives, Ieth! ;' sts, stugentg Ofglhe h“mf?‘”'“% and Iqw,
School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Cali- ' e9iSialors, the animal protection community,
fornia, Davis, CA 95616, USA. 530-752-7722, ~ and theinterested public. It will be held at Park
fax 530-754-8608 lahart@ucdavis.edu . Plaza Hotel, Arlington Street, Boston, MA,

Katherine Grier, Department of History, Univer- USA.
sity of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29205, USA ) ) .
803-777-9786, fax 803-777-4494 Animal Behavior Society
kgriero0@gwm.sc.edu 38th Annual Meeting
14th-18th July 2001
Association for the Study of The ABS s 38th annual meeting will be held at
Animal Behaviour. Oregon State University, in Corvallis, Oregon,
Winter 2000 Meeting USA.

30th November to 1st December, 2000 Plenary speakers include Eliot Brenowitz, Harry

Greene and Ellen Ketterson. Symposiainclude

‘ Aggression and group organization in animal
societies', ‘ Behavioral genetics for the next dec-
ade’, ' Detecting and measuring mating prefer-
ences and ‘Song Learning'.

The ASAB Winter 2000 Meeting will be held at the
Zoological Society of London Meeting Rooms,
London Zoo, Regent's Park, London, UK. The
theme of the meeting will be Sexual Conflict, and

the meeting will be organized by André Gilburn.
For further information, see http: //mww.

Further information may be obtained from: Dr animalbehavior.org/ABS/Program, or contact
André S. Gilburn, Department of Biology, the local hosts Andy Blaustein (blaustea@bcc.
University of Leicester, Adrian Building, orst.edu) or Lynne Houck (houckl @bcc.orst.

University Road, Leicester LE1 7RH, UK ; tel: +44- edu).
(0)116-252-3488; fax: +44-(0)116-252-3330.

ICAZ 2002
Great Apesat the Threshold:
Implications for Law, !Ethlcs, Conservation The International Council for Archaeozoology
_and Science will be holding its next international conference
April 28 - May 1, 2001 will be held in Durham, England in the late
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summer of 2002. Additional detailswill be pub-
lished on their website: http: //nmnhwww.si.edu/
icaz

Call for papers

A session entitled "Diversity and Rights: Con-
fronting Anthropocentric Definitions of Commu-
nity" is being organised for the Society for the
Sudy of Social Problems meeting in Anaheim,
Cdlifornia, August 17-19.

This thematic session seeks papers that describe
and analyze the relations between human and

nonhuman animal communities. Subjects as di-
verse as applied uses of animals, animalsin popu-
lar culture, attitudes toward animals, or the his-
tory of relations with animals are welcomein an
exploration of anthropocentric, human centered,
definitions of community.

Papers should be sent to: Lisa Anne Zilney, De-
partment of Sociology, University of Tennessee,
906 McClung Tower, Knoxville, Tennessee,
USA, 37996. Email: Izilney@utk.edu. Phone:
865-974-3620. Deadline for receipt of submis-
sionsis January 31, 2001.

ANIMAL SOCIAL COMPLEXITY AND INTELLIGENCE
Chicago, Illinois, 23rd-26th August 2000

Thisinternational “multi-disciplinary compara-
tive discussion” was held August 23-26 at the
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, Lincoln Park,
Chicago, Illinois, USA. Hosted by the Chicago
Academy of Sciencesin conjunction with the
Jane Goodall Institute and the Living Links Cen-
ter at Emory University, the conference was de-
signed to celebrate 40 years of research by Jane
Goodall and her colleagues at Gombe National
Park. And celebrate, it did. A truly special col-
lection of researchers, including Dr. Goodall her-
salf, and some of the other best known names in
field and laboratory studies of complex social ani-
mals, provided a four-day thought-provoking, in-
formation packed, visual and auditory feast.

Theintent of the conference was to foster adia-
logue on animal social complexity and intelli-
gence. Toward this end, awide range of speakers
was invited, representing a number of different
disciplines, and studying a variety of animals.
Whale and dol phin researchers shared the lectern
with those studying apes, monkeys, birds, ele-
phants, lions and hyenas. Researchers showed
video snippets and played tapes of vocalizations
during talks, and one whole evening was devoted
toinformal discussion and more in-depth video
sessions. The audience quickly came to know
and appreciate the complexities of avariety of
species — mysterious siblicide in hyenas, long-
term male alliances in dolphins, apparently stable
cultures in sperm whales (the creature with the
“largest brain on Earth”), complex social coop-
eration in carnivores (both lions and hyenas, al-
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though not together!), long-distance infrasound
communication in elephants and its use in main-
taining groups, complexity in bird song produc-
tion and comprehension, vocal learning and its
possible functions for complexly socia parrot
groups, cognitive abilitiesin monkeys, apes, and
dolphins, and of course, the always interesting
observations of cultural transmission in wild
chimpanzees.

The centerpiece of the celebration was an al-day
program of presentations by Jane Goodall and
current and past collaborators at Gombe. It was
truly inspiring to see what 40 years of patient,
careful, naturalistic observations can reveal about
aspecies. And what more remains to be under-
stood.

An public evening presentation by Dr. Goodall
was awelcome option for many of the conference
attendees. | am not embarrassed to say that |
cried throughout the evening talk — re-visiting
Gombe and the origina chimpanzee study popu-
lation of Flo, Flint, David Greybeard, and others,
learning about the latest findings, reviewing the
remarkable history of how these studies came
about (dependent on the help of both Louis
Leakey and Jane’ s mother!), and learning how
threatened the habitat and the chimps themselves
have become -- | realized what a huge impact
Jane Goodall has had on the fields of animal be-
havior and human-animal relationships. She has
affected both researchers and the general public
alike (the meeting was limited to 500 registrants,
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the public talk was sold out, and various books and
merchandise were flying off the shelves). Inan era
when high-tech, statistically-based scienceis
rightly celebrated, Dr. Goodall has reminded us
again of the importance of patient, careful observa-
tions, and how critical it isto continue to conduct
long-term studies of animals under natural condi-
tions.

In the tradition of Gombe, the organizers of the
conference represented an amazing collection of
researchers who have devoted their careersto in-
depth studies of animal behavior and have effec-
tively communicated their findings both to re-
searchers and the general public. The primary or-
ganizers were Frans de Waal of the Living Links
Center, well-known for his chimp studies and au-
thor of such books as “ Chimpanzee Palitics’ and
“Good Natured”, and Peter Tyack from Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institute, who has been study-
ing bottlenose dol phin communication and socia
interactions for 20 years. The advisory committee
included Paul Heltne of the Chicago Academy of
Sciences, a co-editor of the classic “ Chimpanzee
Cultures’; Jan van Hooff, known for hisresearch
on the evolution of facial expression in primates,
including smiling and laughing, aswell asalarge
body of other work, and current chairman of the
Jane Goodall Institute Holland office; Craig
Packer, author of “Into Africa’ and known for his
long-term studies of lions; and Richard Wrangham,
author of “Demonic Males’, current director of the
Kibale chimpanzee Project in Uganda.

The twenty-three presenters, including all of the
organizers, traveled from far and wide, often step-
ping right off the boat or plane, to participate.
Shadrack Kamenya currently studies the chimps at
Gombe, Toshisada Nishidaand Tetsuro Matsuzawa
are two well-known researchers and pioneersin
chimp studies, representing the well-known Japa-
nese primatol ogy tradition. Katy Payne came from
Africato talk about her studies of elephants.

Randy Wells, Peter Tyack, and Richard Conner,
three of the best-known namesin dolphin field re-
search, presented their findings, as did Hal White-
head, who studies sperm whales during long peri-
ods at sea. Ron Schusterman presented the latest
findings about dolphin cognition based on work
with captive dolphins. Hans Kummer spoke about
baboons, whose study he helped pioneer. Robert
Seyfarth discussed cognition in Old World mon-
keys based on field studies, and Susan Perry pre-
sented information about behavior and cognition in
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New World capuchins. Carel van Schaik exam-
ined the interaction between life history and
cognitive evolution in primates. Laurence Frank
and Christine Drea presented information about
the unusual social behavior of the spotted
hyena, and Craig Packer mirrored thiswith in-
formation about the complexity of lion socia
behavior. Meredith West and Jack Bradbury
provided evidence that small-brained birds can
also demonstrate complex social behavior and
should beincluded in discussions about social
complexity and intelligence. Christophe Boesch
discussed tool usein primates and the possible
interrel ationships among hunting, tool use, and
sociality. Wrangham, de Waal, McGrew, and
Pusey also contributed information about chim-
panzee sociality and cognition. One full after-
noon was devoted to presentations by graduate
students and recent Ph.D.’sand an evening ses-
sion was devoted to posters.

The audience was eclectic aswell. Theorigina
notice indicated that there would be alimit of
500 attendees. It was fascinating to see who
had rushed to register. There were clinical prac-
titioners who were interested in the health im-
plications of relationships between humans and
animals, there were traditional academic re-
searchers from avariety of fields, there were
people who work with animals, including train-
ers, holistic medicine practitioners, and
“hedlers’, there were members of the media,
writers and broadcasters, and graduate and un-
dergraduate students. One of the highlights of
the meeting was the lunch set-up, designed to
maximize discussion between presenters and
attendees. Each presenter was assigned to ata-
ble and attendees then chose where they wanted
to sit. Ample time was provided for lunch, and |
learned a great ded from both the presenters
and my fellow attendees at these sessions. An
added benefit was that the food was excellent!

| have not completed digesting al that | learned
from this meeting. It will continueto stimulate
new thoughts for along time to come. For this|
am grateful. It isthis sort of stimulation that is
one of the great benefits and joys of being are-
searcher in animal behavior.

Penny Bernstein
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IAHAIO/ISAZ
Distinguished Scholar Award

Call for Nominations

The 2001 IAHAIO/ISAZ Distinguished
Scholar Award will be presented at the 9™ In-
ternational Conference on Human-Animal In-
teractionsin Rio de Janiero, Brazil, on Sept.
13-15, 2001. The prize will consist of a
cheque for $2,000 US, complimentary con-
ference registration, return airfare to Rio, and
2 nights accommodation + meals at the con-
ference hotel. Previous award winners are:
Elizabeth Lawrence (1989), James Serpell
(1992), Karen Allen (1995-6), and Arnold
Arluke (1998).

The rules of the award have been changed
since 1998. The prize will now be awarded in
recognition of a corpus of published work
(books, journal articles, and/or book chapters)
that isjudged to have made a particularly sig-
nificant scientific or scholarly contribution to
our understanding of human-animal interac-
tions and relationships. Eligible work(s) will
have been published during the years be-
tween the previous IAHAIO International
Conference and the forthcoming one - i.e. be-
tween Jan. 1%, 1998 and Dec. 31%, 2000 in-
clusive. Material published, or due to be pub-
lished, outside of thistime period will be con-
sidered ineligible.

Nominations for the award must include the
following:

1. A formal letter of nomination by a person
(other than the nominee) or organization
familiar with the candidate’ s work de-
scribing the value and importance of the
publication(s) being submitted in support
of the nomination. The letter must also
include a clear statement confirming
the candidate s willingness to be nomi-
nated for the Award.

2. Legible copiesof al articles or book
chapters submitted in support of the
nomination. In the case of a book, only
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the title page (front and back), table of
contents, and dust-jacket synopsis should
be submitted initially (short-listed candi-
dates may be asked to provide complete
copies of books at alater stage, if neces-
sary). Additional materials, such as pub-
lished reviews of abook, may also be
submitted in support of nominations.

3. A copy of the candidate’s curriculum vi-
tae.

Nominations for the Award should be sent to:

Dr. Andrew Rowan

HSUS

2100 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037, USA

The deadlinefor receipt of nominationsis
March 1%, 2001.

|SAZ Member ship

As announced in the last issue of this news-
letter, ISAZ has acquired the publishing
rights to Anthrozodts. At the recent 2000
AGM it was unanimously agreed that the
journal should become part of the ISAZ
membership package.

The bad news:

membership fees for 2000 have risen to ac-
commodate this change.

Student members; £12/US$20
Individual members; £35/US$50
Corporate members.£105/US$150
Life Membership: £700/US$1000

The good news:

Not only will you continue to receive 2 issues
of this newsletter per year, a 25% discount to
Society and Animals, and substantial
discountsto all ISAZ conferences, BUT you
will now receive 4 issues of Anthrozots- the
leading journal on human-animal interactions
and relationships - per year. No better deal
could be had!
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ISAZ Council Members

Full Contact Information for |SAZ Officers

President:

Lynette Hart

Center for Animals in Society
School of Veterinary Medicine
University of California

Davis, CA 95616, USA

E-mail: lahart@ucdavis.edu

Secretary:

Dr. James Serpell

School of Veterinary Medicine
University of Pennsylvania
Dept. of Clinical Studies

3850 Spruce Street
Philadelphia PA 19104, USA

E-mail: serpell @vet.upenn.edu

Member ship Secretary/Treasurer:

Dr. Debbie Wells
School of Psychology
Queen’ s University of Belfast

Belfast, BT7 INN, Northern Ireland

E-mail: D.Wels@qub.ac.uk

Newsletter Editor:

Dr. Joanna Swabe

Scientific Centre for Animals and Society
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,

Utrecht University

Yalelaan 17, 3584 CL Utrecht

The Netherlands

E-mail: j.swabe@las.vet.uu.nl

Associate Editor:

Dr. Penny Bernstein
Kent State University
Stark Campus

6000 Frank Avenue
Canton, OH 44720, USA

E-mail: pbernstein@stark.kent.edu

Ordinary Members of Council (E-mail only)

Dr. Arnold Arluke (USA)
E-mail: manlukel@aol.com

Prof. Erika Friedmann (USA)

E-mail: erikaf @brooklyn.cuny.edu

Dr. Katherine Grier (USA)
E-mail: katherine.grier@sc.edu

Dr. Nienke Endenburg (NL)

E-mail: n.endenburg@pobox.ruu.nl

Dr. Debbie Goodwin (UK)
E-mail: dgl@soton.ac.uk

Dr. Andrew Rowan (USA)
E-mail: arowan@erols.com

Dr. Anthony Podberscek (UK)
E-mail: alpl8@cam.ac.uk

Dr. Dennis Turner (Switzerland)
E-mail: dennis@turner-iet.ch

Dr. R. Lee Zadoff (USA)
E-mail: rlzadl off @hotmail.com

The ISAZ Newdletter is published twice a year: May and November.
The deadline for the acceptance of material for inclusion in the
May 2001 issue will be 15th April 2001.

All material should be sent in € ectronic form to the Editor, Dr. J. Swabe:
E-mail: j.swabe@las.vet.uu.nl

The |SAZ Newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper

No. 20, Novemher 2000 ISAZ Newsletter




2]

| SAZ 2001
Guidelinesfor Abstracts

Please read all instructions carefully before submitting
your abstract(s). Abstracts which are not submitted
according to the guidelines will not be considered. By
mail, one original and two blind (authors names and
addresses omitted) must be received by:

Dr. L. A. Hart, ISAZ'01, VM:UCCAA, University of
California, Davis CA 95616

no later than January 31st, 2001. Abstracts received
after this date will not be considered. L etters of accep-
tance will be mailed by April, 2001. E-mail isalso
acceptabl e as described on the following page, with
the same due date.

Abstract Description

Data papers/posters
Abstracts must include the following components:

1. an introduction (short paragraph introducing the
study and its objective)

2. a description of the subjects (both human and other
animals) in the study such as number (n), type, age,
gender, and species.

3. adescription of the experimental method, including

design type, data collection, data analysis and appara-
tus used.

4. results, including test value (e.g. rho, F, Z score) and
level of significance where appropriate.

5. discussion and conclusions.

Review and non-data papers and posters
Abstracts must include the following components:
1. an introduction (short paragraph introducing the
topic).

2. outline of the main points to be made.
3. discussion.

All submissions will aso be evaluated in terms of the
originality of the topic, and the clarity and quality of
writing. Abstracts should be based on work completed
by the time the abstract is submitted.

Reviewers may suggest that a paper may be more ap-
propriately presented in a different format and the au-
thor will be offered that option.

Submission of Abstract
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1. The entire abstract, including title, author(s), ad-
dress, text and acknowledgements, must fit on one side
of asheet of A4 (297 x 210mm) or USletter (8 %2 x
11") paper (approximately 500 words).

2. The size of font used should be 12 point.

3. Titlein CAPITAL LETTERS and in bold type.

4. List al author names (first, last) on the original ab-
stract directly underneath title.

5. Author name(s) to be followed by the location
where research was conducted (institution, city, coun-
try).The 2 blind copies should not contain author
names or ingtitutional affiliation.

6. Leave aone line gap before typing the text of the
abstract.

7. The text should be single spaced.

8. Do not indent for paragraphs but leave aone line
gap between paragraphs.

9. When using abbreviations, spell out in full when
first mentioned, followed by the abbreviation in paren-
theses. Do not abbreviate in the title of the abstract.

10. Tables are not permitted in the abstract.

Sample Abstract

ATTACHMENT TO CATS AND DOGS IN TWO SAM-
PLES OF PET OWNERS

R. Lee Zadoff, Bonnie S. Mader, Tammy Hendry and Lynette A.
Hart. Center for Animals in Society, School of Veterinary Medi-
cine, University of California, Davis, CA 95616, USA.

Studies of pet attachment suggest that dog owners may be
more attached to their pets than cat owners. This study ex-
amines emotional attachment to cats and dogs in two sam-
ples of pet owners by means of mail surveys. The Comfort
from Companion Animals Scale (CCAS), developed at the
Center for Animalsin Society, was used to measure pet at-
tachment. Sample 1 included 145 participants living in the
San Francisco area. Sample 2 included 166 participants na-
tion-wide who had called a pet loss support hotline follow-
ing the death of a pet. Using atwo-tailed t test, CCAS scores
within each sample were compared for differences based on
pet type and demographic variables.

In Sample 1, 60% of the participants were cat owners and
40% were dog owners, 30% lived alone and 70% lived with
others. CCAS scores differed between pet ownersliving
alone and those living with others (t138 = 6.5, p< 0.05) but
did not differ between cat owners and dog owners living
alone.

In Sample 2, 33.7% of the participants were cat owners and
66.3% were dog owners, 37.4% lived alone and 62.6% lived
with others. CCAS scores for this group were based on ret-
rospective assessments from owners whose pets had died.
No differences in attachment scores were found by type of
pet or by demographic variables.

The results demonstrate that pet owners can become equally
attached to cats and dogs when measuring the emational
aspects of attachment. This may have important implications
in assessing the role of pet attachment in human health and
well-being, particularly following the death of a pet.
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